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A GOOD START: SURVEY SPOTLIGHT ON ITS LOCALITIES AND HOUSEHOLDS

R4

WHILE ONLY 10 PERCENT OF CHILDREN AGES THREE TO SIX ENROLLED 
IN KINDERGARTENS HAD SOME, USUALLY MILD PROBLEMS WITH 
UNDERSTANDING THE LANGUAGE OF TUITION, ACCORDING TO THEIR 
PARENTS, THEIR SHARE IS DOUBLED AT THE ENTRY TO PRIMARY SCHOOL.

eu-funds-dec.qxp  2/24/2012  10:22 AM  Page 4



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Elena Gallová Kriglerová from the Center for the Research of Ethnicity and Culture, and Judit Kontseková

and Martina Kubánová from the Slovak Governance Institute are the main authors of the final report.

Zoe Gray also contributed to writing and editing parts of the report.

Eben Friedman, Szilvia Pallaghy, and Mihai Surdu from the Roma Education Fund and Andrej Salner from

the Slovak Governance Institute provided useful comments and feedback to the draft report. Jaroslav

Kling from the United Nations Development Programme, Joost de Laat, Robin Audy and Anna M. Smeby

from the World Bank cooperated with the authors on the development of the household questionnaire and

supported the training of mediators and the administration and processing of the survey.

This research report is based on a household survey in 16 localities participating in A Good Start

(http://www.romaeducationfund.hu/activities) in Hungary, Macedonia, Romania, and Slovakia. The

authors would like to thank all mediators and administrators of the survey from the following organizations:

Foundation for a Better Future (Hungary), civic associations KHAM and Ambrela (both from Macedonia),

Romani Criss and Ruhama Foundation (both from Romania), Cultural Association of Roma in 

Slovakia (KZRSR), County Association of Roma Initiatives (KARI), and Civic Association Equal Chances 

(all three from Slovakia).

The authors would also like to thank all of 1,028 parents who participated in the research from November

2010 to April 2011.

R5

eu-funds-dec.qxp  2/24/2012  10:22 AM  Page 5



A GOOD START: SURVEY SPOTLIGHT ON ITS LOCALITIES AND HOUSEHOLDS

R6

KEY FINDINGS

A Good Start: Scaling-up Access to Quality Services for Young Roma Children (hereafter, A Good Start or AGS)

is funded in part by the European Union and the Network of European Foundations. It supports about 

4,000 children from ages zero to six/seven to access early childhood education and care services in 16 locations

in four countries: Slovakia, Romania, Macedonia, and Hungary. Depending on their needs in the localities 

concerned, AGS intends to reach all the Roma children in this age group who will be involved in its activities.

Starting in June 2010 and ending in June 2012, it is managed and implemented through a cooperative 

partnership between the Roma Education Fund, three international partners, and twelve local partner

NGOs active in social inclusion and education of Roma children.

The two primary objectives of the AGS pilot project are (i) to scale-up access to quality early childhood education

and care (ECEC) services for disadvantaged Roma children; and (ii) to raise early childhood development 

outcomes for Roma children so as to enhance their school readiness and subsequent life opportunities.

One of the monitoring and evaluation tools within the project is the household survey. This survey was

applied for the first time a few months after the launch of the project and will be applied for the second

time just before the end of the project in 2012. Comparing the results of the second survey against the first

one will be useful for assessing the different approaches applied in project localities. The results of 

the first survey analyzed in this study provide the basis for sketching out the circumstances of the project 

participants in its localities, as well as providing insights into parental motivations, expectations, and

behavior related to education of their young children.

The survey was administered to 1,028 families in 16 localities in Hungary, Macedonia, Romania, and Slovakia

participating in A Good Start. A total of 1,781 children ages zero to seven are represented within the surveyed

families. The figures relate directly to the recurrent beneficiaries of this project (parents or children who

have participated in more than one activity  or a recurring/ongoing activity). As such, the findings are just

indicative and are not representative at the country or local level for Roma:

– Participation of children ages three to seven in programs of formal or informal early childhood 

education and care is significantly higher in the Hungarian and Romanian project localities than in

the Slovak and Macedonian localities. In all the Hungarian project localities, enrollment in kindergartens

exceeds 84 percent of the three-to-seven-year-olds. In the two Romanian localities, three-to-seven-year-olds’
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enrollment is distributed in kindergartens (above 50 percent) and community centers (around 30 percent). On

the other end of the scale are the Slovak and Macedonian localities, where the share of children ages three to

seven staying at home who are not enrolled in formal or informal education reached 45 percent and 72 percent,

respectively. Overall, the situation is different for children younger than three: 92 percent of all the children 

participating in the project are not enrolled anywhere; instead, they stay at home with their parents.

– Among the top three reasons for enrolling their children in a preschool program, parents of children

ages three to seven reported most often a pedagogical motivation, namely that the child can learn there

(71 percent of parents with enrolled children younger than three and 58 percent of parents with enrolled 

children age three to seven), followed by the child will have a better chance to succeed in primary school and later,

and by other informal aspects of education, such as the child likes to go there, can play there, and have friends.

– Economic barriers are the most important reasons for not enrolling children: 59 percent of all parents

with non-enrolled children ages three to seven indicated that it was too expensive for them to send a 

child to kindergarten and 40 percent reported having no money for clothes for their children to attend. Capacity

problems were reported in Crnik and Trabotivište in Macedonia, with no kindergarten nearby 

(91 percent and 100 percent respondents, respectively) and by between 30 percent and 56 percent of parents 

in Abranovce, Banská Bystrica, and Martin in Slovakia. In Nagyecsed, Hungary, parents indicated there

are no places for children in preschool programs.

– More than 85 percent of parents think that children do better in school, if they attend kindergarten

or another educational program. However, this survey result was achieved after the initial awareness-raising

activities in the framework of the AGS Project.

– Children ages three to seven who stay at home unenrolled lag behind their peers in kindergartens

in special skills like reading and writing, while they are at a more comparable level in basic life and

motor skills (buttoning up a sweater, hygiene, and tidying up).

– The level of education attained by parents has important implications for the educational path of children:

at the level of the whole project, seven out of ten children ages three to seven and whose mother

has not gone to school at all are at home and unenrolled in a preschool program.

– Romanes is a mother tongue for 46 percent of children in the surveyed families, with large differences

among individual localities. For example, for children in Hungarian localities, Hungarian as a mother

tongue prevails (above 93 percent of children), which contrasts with more than 84 percent of the children

having Romanes as a mother tongue in all following localities: the rural Slovak localities of Abranovce
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and Zborov, the Romanian locality of Craiova-Mofleni, or Macedonian localities like Vinica, Crnik, and

Skopje/Šuto Orizari. Since tuition in Romanes in project countries is rare or nonexistent, it is an 

important finding that the surveyed parents are motivated to enroll their children in preschool so

that they learn the common language of tuition early.

– In all the project localities with a share of Romanes-speaking families higher or comparable to the

share of county/state/regional language speakers, the “language- learning” motivation behind a child’s

enrollment is strong. This is especially true in Abranovce and Zborov in Slovakia, in Craiova-Mofleni in

Romania, and in Delčevo and Vinica in Macedonia, where parents rated it among the top three reasons for

enrolling a child ages three to six in kindergarten (between 36 to 60 percent of parents). On the other

hand, a child not speaking the common language of instruction was among the important reasons selected

for non-enrollment in kindergarten in Abranovce and Skopje/Šuto Orizari (14 percent and 25 percent of

parents, respectively).

– Problems related to understanding the language of tuition appear more frequently in compulsory primary

education. While only ten percent of children ages three to six enrolled in kindergartens had some,

usually mild problems with understanding the language of tuition, according to their parents,

their share is doubled at the entry to primary school. The difference can be explained by the fact that in 

compulsory primary schools, unlike in kindergartens, all the children are enrolled including those children

who were not enrolled in a preschool in the past and did not learn the language of tuition there (for example,

in Skopje/Šuto Orizari, or rural localities Abranovce and Zborov in Slovakia).

– The ethnic composition of kindergarten and their classes tends to reflect the local concentration of

Roma in a given area or locality. Three out of four parents with an enrolled child reported that their

child attends a kindergarten with half or over half of Roma children in it (36 percent of parents had

children in kindergartens where all or almost all children were Roma, 40 percent of parents had

children in kindergartens with around half Roma children). In the case of Macedonia, children predominantly

attended kindergartens where only a few of them were Roma (50 to 70 percent of the respondents 

in Trabotivište, Delčevo, and Vinica). In contrast, in Romanian localities the children are placed mainly in

“Romani kindergartens” where all or almost all the children are Roma. This is partly due to the physical

location of the kindergartens. In the Slovak locality of Zborov, parents mentioned that their children

attended a mixed kindergarten, but with all/almost all Roma in the class.

R8
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– Mothers are the main persons in the household engaged in different types of educational activities with

children (such as reading books, telling stories, playing, drawing, teaching letters/numbers, helping school-age

children with homework), while fathers are two to three times less active. Still, the most frequent or second

most frequent situation reported was that no adult in the household engaged in an activity with a child.

– In Macedonian Skopje/Šuto Orizari, there is a severe problem with the lack of parental identification

documents and birth certificates, as well as with access to immunization and medical examination

for toddlers. Half the mothers in Šuto Orizari do not have an ID card, and 64 percent of families report

that some children do not have birth certificates, with another 10 percent of families with no children with

valid birth certificates. The share of children who did not receive a check-up by a doctor or nurse in the

first few months of life was relatively high—14 percent compared to below three percent, the average for

all localities. While respondents in other localities report an almost full level of child vaccination (with only

Nyíregyháza—86 percent and Craiova-Mofleni—79 percent, below the 90 percent threshold), only 29 

percent of parents in Skopje/Šuto Orizari report that all their children are vaccinated.

– Only three-quarters of the households participating in A Good Start Project have a kitchen indoors, with

the lowest share in Skopje/Šuto Orizari (34 percent) and Vinica (45 percent). Toilets inside are 

available in 51 percent of households and running water in 63 percent of households, with Vinica,

Skopje/Šuto Orizari, Telechiu, Craiova-Mofleni, and Nyírkata lagging behind.

– Overall, sixty percent of the fathers are unemployed and without any job in the formal or informal

sector. The mothers have attained a lower level of education compared to the fathers, with gender 

differences being larger in Romanian and Macedonian project localities. In Slovakia, over a quarter of

fathers have vocational secondary education, almost the same share of fathers in Romania has secondary

or higher education. On the other hand, only one in 10 of parents in Hungary completed higher than 

primary education. Moreover, there is a high share of parents that did not go to school at all in Vinica

in Macedonia (46 percent of mothers and 23 percent of fathers) and Skopje/Šuto Orizari (41 percent 

of mothers and 18 percent of fathers), as well as Telechiu in Romania (22 percent of mothers and 23 percent

of fathers).

R9
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MORE THAN 85 PERCENT OF PARENTS THINK THAT CHILDREN DO BETTER 
IN SCHOOL IF THEY ATTEND KINDERGARTEN OR ANOTHER EDUCATIONAL
PROGRAM.
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A GOOD START AND 
THE HOUSEHOLD SURVEY

A Good Start: Scaling-Up Access to Quality Services for Young Roma Children (hereafter, A Good Start) is

generously funded by the European Union. It supports nearly  4,000 children ages zero to seven to access

early childhood education and care (ECEC) services in 16 locations in four countries: Hungary, Macedonia,

Romania, and Slovakia. The goal is to reach all the Roma children in this age group in the participating

localities. Although the project mainly targets Roma, it also supports non-Roma children and families.

A Good Start’s partner non-governmental organizations (NGOs) work with national and local governments

to build sustainable partnerships that are able to increase and improve the range of services provided to

young children over time. It is managed and implemented through a cooperative partnership between the

Roma Education Fund and three international partners, the International Step by Step Association, the

Spanish Fundacion Secretariado Gitano, and the Slovak Governance Institute (the author of this report),

and twelve partner NGOs based in the target countries which are active in promoting the social inclusion

and education of Roma children.

The two main objectives of the AGS pilot project are: (i) to scale-up access to quality ECEC services for 

disadvantaged Roma children; and (ii) to raise early childhood development outcomes for Roma children

so as to enhance their school readiness and subsequent life opportunities. Starting in June 2010 and 

ending in June 2012, A Good Start provides an important start to long-term, effective support for Roma children

across a range of their developmental needs, a key element to breaking the cycle of poverty.

This research report is based on the household survey in the 16 localities1 participating in A Good Start in

Hungary, Macedonia, Romania, and Slovakia. The survey was administered from November 2010 to April

2011 to 1,028 families whose children or parents are recurrent beneficiaries2 of A Good Start. Initially, data

R11

1 The project localities are as follows: Nyíregyháza, Hodász, Kántorjánosi, Nagydobos, Nagyecsed, Nyírkáta (all in Hungary); Skopje/Šuto
Orizari (Šuto Orizari is part of Skopje), Crnik, Delčevo/Trabotiviste (data for both neighboring villages are reported separately in this report),
Vinica (all in Macedonia); Telechiu, Craiova-Mofleni (both in Romania); and Abranovce, Zborov, Banská Bystrica, Martin (all in Slovakia).

2 Recurrent beneficiaries are those children or parents/caregivers who have taken part in repeated A Good Start activities or who have
taken part in several separate A Good Start activities. The different types of activities include community motivation events on education
and health issues for parents, parenting education, home visits, and assistance to families in enrolling their children to preschools, and
various forms of support for preschool attendance of children (material support such as clothes, shoes, school supplies, hygiene packages,
transport, and accompaniment of children to and from schools), and tutoring for pupils attending the first grade of primary school.
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was gathered about children age zero to six, as they are the target group at the beginning of the project.

Children who recently had their seventh birthday were also included. Within the families surveyed, a total

of 1,781 children are within this age bracket.

The household survey is part of the monitoring and evaluation tools used within the project and it was

applied for the first time a few months after the launch of the project; it will be applied for the second time

before the close of the project in early 2012. Comparing the results of the second survey against the first

one can help in assessing the different approaches applied in project localities. The results of the first survey

analyzed in this study provide a basis for sketching out the situation of project participants in different

project localities and countries, as well as providing insights into parental motivations, expectations, and

behavior related to education of their young children.

Questionnaires were carried out and filled in by local community mediators who implement the project in

the different localities during face-to-face interviews lasting usually one hour. Respondents were mostly

mothers (90.6 percent), fathers (5.3 percent), grandmothers (2.9 percent), grandfathers (0.4 percent), and

others (0.8 percent).

As the community mediators were the enumerators, this may have impacted in  two different ways on the

data. First, they had a delicate position in terms of balancing the neutrality that is expected from them as

survey enumerators and at the same time their operative role as project implementers. But since they

have gained the significant trust of the community members, the answers provided may be a better quality

on average, while bearing in mind different settings in each surveyed community. This contradictory role

has to be considered when interpreting the data.

R12
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FIGURE 1. Localities in the framework of A Good Start

This chapter reviews the basic information on each locality, with a focus on the Roma population in the

locality and preschool capacities and attendance rates. This information is based on local data sources 

and observations made by local NGOs participating in A Good Start; the data was collected prior to the start

of the project as part of  a needs assessment.

SLOVAKIA

Urban localities: Banská Bystrica, Martin

Banská Bystrica is the third largest city in Slovakia with a population of 80,000. According to official data,

Roma represent 0.5 percent of the inhabitants, but local estimates place this value at around four percent.

Roma live in very diverse conditions in the city. Besides integrated Roma families, Roma neighborhoods

can be found on the outskirts of the town. According to the data gathered by the local implementing

organization, the County Association of Roma Initiatives, before the project started,3 there were 1,194 children

R13

SLOVAKIA Martin
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Hodász Nagyecsed
Nyírkáta

Craiova-Mofleni

Skopje, Šuto Orizari Vinica/Blatec
Delčevo/Crnik

Trabotivište

Telechiu

Zborov
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HUNGARY

ROMANIA

MACEDONIA

3 Krajská asociácia rómskych iniciatív (KARI).
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ages zero to six year in Banská Bystrica (93 Roma). The 700 existing places in kindergartens are used only

by 286 children, out of whom only 10 are Roma.

The second urban locality Martin is located in the north of Slovakia. There are some 57,500 inhabitants. In

the town there are approximately 1,500 Roma. In Martin, A Good Start activities are concentrated in two

localities and are implemented by the Cultural Association of Roma in Slovakia.4 One of them is a segregated

neigborhood called “Bambusky,” where the living standards are exceptionally low and health concerns are a

constant problem. As for the number of children ages zero to six, out of 3,059 children, 135 are Roma 

(74 between the ages of three and six). Twenty of them were enrolled into kindergartens before the start

of the project. Of the 13 kindergartens in Martin, these 20 Roma children are concentrated in just one

school. Twenty-seven percent of Romani children ages three to six were enrolled in a preschool institution

compared with 98 percent of all children ages three to six .

Rural localities: Abranovce and Zborov

A Good Start is implemented by the civil association Equal- Chances in two rural localities in northeastern

Slovakia in the Prešov region. In Abranovce, the number of inhabitants is 613 and according to the implementing

partner an estimated 30 percent are Roma, who live concentrated in one part of the village. Out of 64 

children ages zero to six, 38 are Roma. In the village, there is one kindergarten with a capacity for 21 children

that is insufficient to accommodate all of the children ages three to six. Due to this, half of Roma children

are not attending kindergarten while all ethnic Slovak children attend. In the past, this kindergarten 

has been included in a project that was implemented by the Slovak Ministry of Education in cooperation

with the NGO Equal Chances and others and aimed at improving participation of Romani children in inclusive

preschool education.

Zborov is a segregated village where Roma (1,480) make up 48 percent of the 3,100 inhabitants. In this

locality, there are 385 children ages zero to six (and 280 ethnic Roma children). Almost all of the Roma

children come from families below the official poverty line. In the kindergarten, out of 48 enrolled 

children, only nine were Roma before AGS started. At the primary school there is a preparatory zero class,

which is intended to serve as a bridge for those children who are unprepared for school. The aim of the

project is to improve the enrollment of children in preschool facilities instead of relying on the zero class,

which is unable to replace the complex care provision of the kindergarten. This is highly desirable, as prior

to AGS involvement only 5.6 percent of Roma children were enrolled in the kindergarten (ages three to

six). Neither health assistants nor programs for children ages zero to three are available in Abranovce and

Zborov.

A GOOD START: SURVEY SPOTLIGHT ON ITS LOCALITIES AND HOUSEHOLDS
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4 Kultúrne združenie Rómov Slovenska.
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ROMANIA

Urban locality: Craiova-Mofleni 

Craiova is located in the south of Romania and has a significant Roma population. AGS takes place in Mofleni,

which is situated to the southwest of Craiova, some five kilometers from the center, and has a total 

number of 1,745 inhabitants. Forty-five percent of Mofleni’s population is Roma, who speak predominantly

Romanes.

In all of Craiova, there are 2,600 Roma children ages three to six, half of them are not enrolled in any

kindergarten. Very few children at or below the age of three are enrolled in any form of institutional ECEC

and there is no crèche in Mofleni. Reflecting the fact there are high numbers of Roma in Mofleni, Roma

children form a vast majority of the kindergarten (59 out of 69 children).

Rural area: Telechiu 

The number of inhabitants in Telechiu is 800, out of which 56 percent are Roma. Telechiu village is located

in the northwest of Romania next to the city of Oradea and close to the Hungarian border. There is a 

significant proportion of ethnic minority Hungarians in this part of Romania. Hungarian is spoken by some

inhabitants in Telechiu and there are education institutions with Hungarian tuition. As for Roma,

47 percent of the entire village population is living in a segregated area. The segregated settlement is on the

outskirts of the municipality. Infrastructure in this part of the village is very poor. Only 35 houses are 

connected to electric power as a result of a partnership between AGS’s local partner, Ruhama Foundation,

and town hall. This NGO was also active in providing social housing in the settlement. Also the lack of

access to drinking water seriously affects health conditions and hygiene there.

Based on data from the local implementing partner, before starting AGS, only six percent of Roma children

accessed ECEC services. There are two kindergartens in the center of the village: a Hungarian kindergarten

maintained by the Calvinist church and a Romanian one. The majority of Roma households speak mainly

Romanes and also Romanian, with the children attending the Romanian-language kindergarten. As part of

AGS, a community center in the settlement is used for ECEC services and community events and operates

also as a multifunctional center and counseling point for the local community.

MACEDONIA 

Urban localities: Šuto Orizari, Vinica, and Delčevo

The largest locality in Macedonia that participates in the AGS Project is Šuto Orizari, a part of the capital

Skopje. According to official census numbers, the total population of Šuto Orizari is approximately 

R15
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22,000, and 60.6 percent of the inhabitants are registered as Roma.5 However, based on the estimates 

of local nongovernmental organizations the share of Roma might reach 80–85 percent. Šuto Orizari is the

first Romani district that has obtained the status of a municipality.6 The number of children ages zero to

six is roughly 3,000. In Šuto Orizari, two schools and one kindergarten operate.

The remaining AGS localities are located in the northeastern part of Macedonia. In the municipality 

of Vinica, there are approximately 20,000 inhabitants (1,230 Roma). There are around 130 Roma children

ages zero to six in the town. Before starting the AGS project in 2008, only 15 Roma children (out of 230)

were enrolled in preschool.7 Fifty-two Roma children ages three to six were not participating in any ECEC.

There is one kindergarten in the municipality with three different facilities (two are urban, one in the outskirts).

The town of Delčevo has 17,726 citizens and from that 651 are Roma according to official statistics. Regionally

operating NGO estimates place this figure however at around 1,000. There are 72 Roma children ages 

zero to seven. Before AGS started, only 13 children were enrolled in kindergarten. Here, the Roma population

lives in integrated conditions but experience high unemployment (around 70 percent). However, there 

are also positive signs of integration of Roma in the municipality. According to local sources, the drop-out

rates for primary and secondary level education is nonexistent and the percentage of Roma who work in 

governmental institutions is adequate and representative of the Roma population in Delčevo.

Rural localities: Trabotivište, Crnik

In Trabotivište (municipality of Delčevo), the number of inhabitants is 542 and 112 of these are Roma. There

are only five Roma children ages zero to six. In the village there are no kindergarten facilities. The local 

elementary school has space where kindergarten services could be provided and AGS supports reconstruction

work on a limited basis.

Crnik is located in the municipality of Pehčevo and has a total population reaching 1,030 (350 Roma). Besides

ethnic Macedonians, ethnic Turks also live there. There are 48 children ages zero to six (28 Roma) and 14

were enrolled in the kindergarten at the start of the project (7 Roma).

Based on the information from the local implementing organization, a high degree of migration in both 

localities caused a dramatic decrease in numbers of children enrolled in the last years. In both villages

there is lack of locally provided health assistance and services for children and families with children ages

zero to three years.

R16

5 Besides being 60.6 percent Roma, ethnic groups in the municipality include 6.53 percent Macedonians, 30.32 percent Albanians, 0.25 percent
Turks, 0.8 percent Bosniaks, and 1.19 percent other ethnic groups.

6 The municipality has a Romani mayor and Roma are the majority in the local council 
7 REF – Inclusion of Roma children in public kindergartens [Ed: full biblio data? Report].
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HUNGARY

Urban locality: Nyíregyháza

Nyíregyháza is in  northeast Hungary and its population is 120,000. The region is relatively poor.8 AGS participants

live in two Roma neighborhoods in Nyíregyháza: in Huszár lakótelep and Keleti lakótelep. An estimated

2,000 inhabitants live in these parts. Additionally, Roma live in integrated areas in the city. According to

the local government’s estimate, Roma represent four percent of the population in Nyíregyháza.9

The children from the Huszár neighborhood are attending the Guszev kindergarten, an all-Roma kindergarten

and is located in the settlement. It is a one-hour commute on public transport to the city center.

Rural localities: Hodász, Nyírkáta, Kántorjánosi, Nagyecsed, Nagydobos

There are five rural localities in Hungary participating in A Good Start and they are located in the Mátészalka

micro region. Nagyecsed is a town with 5,000 inhabitants, the remaining four localities are villages with

inhabitants ranging from 2,000–5,000.

The micro region is considered one of the poorest regions in Hungary and nearly two-thirds of the entire

population are social welfare recipients. The town of Máteszalka in the center of the micro region has 

a small hospital and is the only place in the region where there is an academic high school and vocational

training is available.

Based on estimations of the local government, about 20 percent of the population in the region are Roma,

reaching 60 percent in Hodász, 45.4 percent in Nyirkáta, 22.4 percent in Kántorjánosi, and 29.4 percent in

Nagyecsed. In the region there are nine localities where Roma are living in segregated Roma settlements,

including the two AGS localities of Nagyecsed and Kántorjánosi.

The unemployment rate is very high in the region and reaches well over two-thirds in some localities

including Hodász and Nyirkáta.

There are only five Roma children enrolled in a crčche in Nagyecsed (out of 40). In every AGS locality in the

region there is at least one kindergarten.10

R17

8 In Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg County, where both Nyíregyháza and the Mátészalka micro region are located, the average per capita gross
domestic product reached only half of the national GDP per capita (In 2009, the GDP per capita in Hungary amounted to HUF 2,600,000
(Source: Hungarian Central Statistical Office, Available online: http://www.ksh.hu).

9 Equity Plan of Nyiregyhaza. Available online: http://www.nyiregyhaza.hu
10 There are three kindergarten buildings in Nagyecsed, two in Hodász, and one in Nagydobos.
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There are three kindergartens in Nagyecsed.11 Here, the proportion of Roma children in these kindergartens

reaches 50 percent, 37.5 percent, and 60 percent, respectively. One kindergarten operates in Nagydobos

(61 percent of the children are Roma), one in Nyírkáta (87 percent of the children are Roma) and one in Kántor-

jánosi (60 percent). In Hodász there are two kindergartens, one run by the municipality12 (61 percent of 

the children are Roma) and another one in the settlement led by the Greek Catholic Church (90 percent of

the children are Roma).13 Around 100 children are not enrolled in preschools in the entire micro region.

A GOOD START ACTIVITIES

AGS involves a complex and broad range of local and national circumstances and this is reflected in the

project design and related activities.

The types of intervention are center-, community-, and home-based. There are activities that are common

to all localities: the local partner organizations are responsible for organizing community events and

awareness-raising on education and health issues that target parents and caregivers. They also conduct

regular home visits (which are based on the particular needs of families) and provide assistance to families

with enrolling their children in preschools.

Each locality within the AGS project receives a mixture of common and unique activities; for example, in certain

localities assistance is provided with the vaccination of children, obtaining parents identification documents,

and children’s birth certificates. For instance, in Macedonia, the Roma Education Fund (through its 

small grant scheme) is financing construction/adaptation of already existing buildings in order to provide

greater capacity in the kindergartens. To support preschool attendance in some localities, material support 

is given (such as clothes, shoes, school supplies, and hygiene packages). Transport and accompaniment of

children to and from schools is also provided in some cases.

Other activities may include parenting education, diversity training for teaching staff, training on child-centered

pedagogy, and training for community mediators to prepare them for home visits and community 

motivation events, and so on. The International Step by Step Association (ISSA) is responsible for the provision

of these trainings. ISSA introduced practitioners to a child-centered and holistic approach to child 

development and care and promoting quality practices in home-learning environments, center-, or community-

based services. The trainings are tailored to fit the particular situation in the communities. Further, ECEC

A GOOD START: SURVEY SPOTLIGHT ON ITS LOCALITIES AND HOUSEHOLDS
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11 The ethnic composition in the kindergartens in Nagyecsed is as follows:  50 percent, 37.5 percent, and 60 percent.
12 Kolcsey Ferenc Primary School and Kindergarten.
13 Garden of Angels Kindergarten.
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programs were developed in the AGS project localities with insufficient preschool capacities, such as mother-

and-child programs and an informal preschool class in Abranovce and Zborov in Slovakia, or supporting

activities in community centers in Telechiu and Craiova-Mofleni in Romania.

In Hungary, there are some activities that complement AGS’s basic structure. In the framework of the “Your

Tale” Program, mothers are motivated to read tales to their children at regular discussion sessions that are

led by a “Your Tale” facilitator and they can keep the books.

The Home Preschool Community Liaison Program encourages Roma mothers, fathers, and/or grandparents to

participate in the kindergarten by leading one kindergarten session alone or in pairs. The mothers are

trained along with the teachers and are given skills to conduct a session with the children on a subject of

their choice (to date, examples include baking and mask-making).

The participation of the College of Nyíregyháza is also linked to the whole AGS portfolio in Hungary. Pedagogy

and andragogy students participate in the “Your Tale” sessions, and in the home visits, as part of their 

obligatory practical training, so they gain firsthand experience and intercultural knowledge about socially

disadvantaged Roma children. Additionally, one college teacher was trained as a “Your Tale” facilitator 

holding weekly “Your Tale” sessions.

In Romania, similar reading activities are planned in the framework of the project with the participation of

AGS local partners and parents. In Slovakia, after-school instruction/tutoring is provided in the first year of

primary education as part of AGS activities.

The local partners are responsible for the coordination of the different local stakeholders ranging from local

authorities to kindergartens, parents, and the local community. An interesting feature of the implementation

is that in some localities cooperation evolved also with other actors, mainly religious institutions. In

Zborov, local nuns are running educational activities for younger children, and there is a close cooperation

with the local priest in Telechiu.

R19
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MOTHERS ARE THE MAIN PERSONS IN THE HOUSEHOLD ENGAGED IN 
DIFFERENT TYPES OF EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES WITH CHILDREN…
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HOUSEHOLDS AND THEIR
SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS 
OF FAMILIES

The survey was administered during November 2010 – April 2011 to 1,028 families defined as recurring AGS

beneficiaries.14 A typical family involved in AGS has three children, with differences among localities.

The families in localities in Slovakia are larger, especially in rural Abranovce and Zborov. The results presented

below are not representative for Romani communities in the four countries; they provide an overview of

project participants in the project localities that were selected in part because of poverty levels.

AGS is focusing on early childhood education and care and targets children ages zero to six on September 2010

(seven-year-olds are included as the survey was performed three to six months after the start of the project).

R21

14 Recurrent beneficiaries are those children or parents/caregivers who have taken part in a repeated AGS project activity or who have
taken part in several separate AGS project activities.
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TABLE 1. Overview of surveyed families and children

Country / Locality Total Total Total Average Share of Share of

families number number of number of mothers fathers

surveyed of children 0–7-year-old children with with

children per family education education

below below

secondary secondary

(percent) (percent)

HUNGARY 359 974 579 2.7 91.34 90.09

Nyíregyháza 102 289 183 2.8 94.12 96.3

Nyírkáta 30 88 53 2.9 96.67 86.76

Nagyecsed 84 250 131 3.0 85.54 85.45

Nagydobos 57 159 97 2.8 89.47 98.21

Hodász 56 129 79 2.3 94.64 88.46

Kántorjánosi 30 59 36 2.0 90 83.85

SLOVAKIA 238 774 457 3.3 76.89 70.54

Abranovce 17 71 35 4.2 94.12 76.47

Banská Bystrica 84 221 128 2.6 69.05 69.62

Martin 75 252 159 3.4 72 59.42

Zborov 62 230 135 3.7 88.71 83.05

ROMANIA 90 252 155 2.8 86.67 76.47

Telechiu 60 150 91 2.5 86.66 77.2

Craiova-Mofleni 30 102 64 3.4 86.68 75

MACEDONIA 341 889 590 2.6 93.49 88.48

Skopje/Šuto Orizari 150 411 281 2.7 100 95.72

Crnik 19 39 30 2.1 73.68 84.21

Delchevo 46 105 72 2.3 69.58 65.22

Trabotiviste 7 15 11 2.1 85.71 85.71

Vinica 119 319 196 2.7 98.32 89.83

TOTAL 1,028 2,889 1,781 2.8 88.28 89.54

MOTHER’S AGE WHEN SHE FIRST GAVE BIRTH IN SLOVAKIA

In the case of Slovakia, an additional question was added by local partners about the age of the mother when

she first gave birth. While mothers giving birth before reaching 18 years of age averages 29 percent across

the Slovak localities, they are twice as widespread in rural Zborov (43 percent), and in urban Martin they

A GOOD START: SURVEY SPOTLIGHT ON ITS LOCALITIES AND HOUSEHOLDS
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are also quite numerous (33 percent). A typical consequence of young girls becoming mothers is that they

usually do not reach the education levels necessary for good opportunities in the labor market later.

FIGURE 2. Mother’s age when she first gave birth in Slovakia

TABLE 2. Mother’s age when she first gave birth in Slovakia

LOCALITY Mean Max. Min. Std. Dev. Number of Share of mothers

respondents with first birth

before reaching

18 (in percent)

Abranovce 19 22 16 1.7 17 18

Banská Bystrica 20 29 15 2.5 83 15

Martin 19 30 14 3.1 73 33

Zborov 18 32 15 2.8 61 43

Average 19 32 14 1.3 29

LEVEL OF EDUCATION ATTAINED BY PARENTS

Mothers compared to fathers have attained lower levels of education. The gender differences are not that

striking on average in Hungary and Slovakia (although at the level of individual localities, rural localities

show larger gender disparities). In Romania, the differences are slightly larger, with 76 percent of fathers
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below secondary education level compared to 87 percent of mothers. The gender disparities are the

largest in Macedonia: for example, the share of mothers in Macedonian localities who did not go to school

(36 percent) is double the share of fathers (17 percent).

On average, the project participants from Slovakia and Romania have attained a higher level of education

than those in Macedonia and Hungary.

In Slovakia, over a quarter of fathers have vocational secondary education, and almost the same share of

fathers in Romania has secondary or higher education. But only one in ten parents in the Hungarian 

localities completed any education higher than primary school. Moreover, there is a high share of parents

that did not go to school at all in Vinica, Macedonia (46 percent of mothers and 23 percent of fathers) and

Skopje/Šuto Orizari (41 percent of mothers and 18 percent of fathers), as well as in Telechiu, Romania 

(22 percent of mothers and 23 percent of fathers). Unlike in other countries, in Slovakia there is a significant

group of parents (especially mothers) educated in special primary schools (schools with reduced curriculum,

intended for children with special education needs).

TABLE 3. Education level attained by fathers (in percent)

A. B. C. D. E. F. G. H. J. I.

Higher Post- Vocational General Special Stan- Haven’t Did not I don’t Other

education/ secondary secondary secon- primary dard finished go to know/

University non- education dary/ primary primary school No 

tertiary Grammar school answer

education

HU 0.3 0.0 6.9 2.7 2.1 62.2 16.8 0.0 7.5 1.5

SK 0.9 0.0 28.6 0.0 7.1 45.5 6.7 0.4 10.7 0.0

RO 4.7 3.5 7.1 8.2 1.2 7.1 4.7 16.5 1.2 45.9

MK 0.3 0.0 7.0 4.2 0.3 31.8 38.8 16.7 0.6 0.3
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FIGURE 3. Education level attained by fathers–for overall project

TABLE 4. Education levels attained by mothers (in percent)

A. B. C. D. E. F. G. H. J. I.

Higher Post- Vocational General Special Stan- Haven’t Did not I don’t Other

education/ secondary secondary secon- primary dard finished go to know/

University non- education dary/ primary primary school No 

tertiary Grammar school answer

education

HU 0.3 0.0 5.9 2.5 3.1 60.1 25.4 1.7 0.3 0.8

SK 0.4 0.4 21.8 0.4 11.3 55.5 8.4 0.4 0.8 0.4

RO 3.3 2.2 2.2 5.6 1.1 4.4 11.1 16.7 2.2 51.1

MK 0.3 0.3 3.3 2.7 0.3 19.5 37.0 36.4 0.0 0.3
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N/A – 5%

I. Other – 1%
I don’t know / No answer – 5%

H. Did not go to school – 7%

G. Haven’t finished primary – 20%

F. Standard primary school – 44%

E. Special primary – 2%
D. General secondary / Grammar – 3%

C. Vocational secondary education – 11%
B. Post-secondary non-tertiary education – 0%

A. Higher education / University – 1%
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FIGURE 4. Education level attained by mothers–for overall project

The level of education attained by parents has an important implication on the educational path of the

children as the next table shows. As many as seven out of ten children ages three to seven whose mother

has not gone to school at all are at home rather than being enrolled, and the higher the parent’s level 

of education the less likely their children are to stay at home without enrolling. The exception to this pattern

are mothers with vocational secondary education, represented to a large extent only by mothers in urban

Martin and Banská Bystrica in Slovakia. The explanation behind this irregularity might be that good access to

education in these urban localities in the past enabled mothers to attain vocational secondary education,

but the current lack of preschool capacities in these towns hampers preschool enrollment of children no

matter the mothers’ level of education.
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N/A – 0%

I. Other – 2%
I don’t know / No answer – 0%

H. Did not go to school – 14%

G. Haven’t finished primary – 24%

F. Standard primary school – 44%

E. Special primary – 2%
D. General secondary / Grammar – 3%

C. Vocational secondary education – 11%
B. Post-secondary non tertiary education – 0%

A. Higher education / University – 1%
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TABLE 5. Enrollment of child age 3–7 by education level attained by mother

Where is the three-seven-year-old child is enrolled?

Level of A – B – C – D – E – F – G – H – Total

education at home mother/ crèche kinder- commu- primary special other

attained and not child garten nity school primary insti-

by mother enrolled program center school tution

A. Higher 0 0 0 5 0 1 0 0 6

education / 0.00 0.00 0.00 83.33 0.00 16.67 0.00 0.00 100.00

University 

B. Post- 1 0 0 3 0 1 0 0 5

secondary 20.00 0.00 0.00 60.00 0.00 20.00 0.00 0.00 100.00

non-tertiary 

education 

C. Vocational 31 1 0 39 2 8 2 1 84

secondary 36.90 1.19 0.00 46.43 2.38 9.52 2.38 1.19 100.00

education 

D. General 2 0 0 17 0 1 0 0 20

secondary / 10.00 0.00 0.00 85.00 0.00 5.00 0.00 0.00 100.00

Grammar 

E. Special 19 2 0 17 0 10 0 0 48

primary 39.58 4.17 0.00 35.42 0.00 20.83 0.00 0.00 100.00

F. Standard 124 17 2 234 0 61 1 2 441

primary 28.12 3.85 0.45 53.06 0.00 13.83 0.23 0.45 100.00

school 

G. Haven’t 75 4 0 122 4 25 1 1 232

finished 32.33 1.72 0.00 52.59 1.72 10.78 0.43 0.43 100.00

primary 

H. Did not 100 0 0 19 5 17 1 0 142

go to school 70.42 0.00 0.00 13.38 3.52 11.97 0.70 0.00 100.00

I. Other 3 0 0 32 16 4 1 0 56

5.36 0.00 0.00 57.14 28.57 7.14 1.79 0.00 100.00

J. I don’t know / 2 0 0 3 3 1 0 0 9

NA 22.22 0.00 0.00 33.33 33.33 11.11 0.00 0.00 100.00

N O T E :  Table includes absolute number of children and their percent share in a group of mothers with certain education level.
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PARENTAL IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENTS AND CHILDREN BIRTH CERTIFICATES

Problems with identification documents and birth certificates are widespread in Skopje/Šuto Orizari in

Macedonia: half the mothers do not have an ID card and 64 percent of families report that some of their

children do not have birth certificates, with another 10 percent of families where no children have 

birth certificates. This situation poses a barrier in access to preschool education and other health and

social services in the Skopje/Šuto Orizari locality. In all other localities, these problems are very rare.

MAIN ACTIVITIES OF PARENTS 

Labor market participation of parents in AGS’s 16 localities is generally low. Overall, six out of ten fathers are

unemployed (without any employment in the formal or informal sector). The situation in project localities

depends also on the overall unemployment levels in participating countries, where the worst situation 

is in Macedonia and the best is in Romania.15 The highest labor participation of fathers is in the Romanian

localities where shares of fathers that are employed, self-employed, working unofficially, or as temporary/

seasonal workers reached 65 percent in Telechiu and 36 percent in Craiova-Mofleni. There is also a higher

share of fathers in these different forms of employment in Banská Bystrica (30 percent), Zborov (21 percent),

Delčevo (28 percent), and Trabotivište (57 percent). (See the data annex at the end of this survey for details

on localities.)

TABLE 6. What is the main activity of the father (in percent)?

A B C D E F G H I J K DK-

emp- self- lives on house- farmer pen- stu- unemp- works other NA

loyed emp- ab- mater- wife sioner dent loyed out-

loyed road nity and side

leave without official

any empl.

other

job

HU 8 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 67 1 0 9

SK 14 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 58 6 0 10

RO 21 4 6 1 19 0 2 0 4 10 0 3

MK 9 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 69 11 0 1

R28

15 According to to the CIA World Factbook, 2010 unemployment levels in project countries were: 31.7 percent in Macedonia (3rd quarter 2010),
13.5 percent in Slovakia (2010 estimate), 10.7 percent in Hungary (2010 estimate) and 8.2 percent in Romania (2010 estimate)
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Most mothers participating in the project are unemployed, on maternity leave, or housewives. This finding

corresponds with the fact that AGS targets families with children ages zero to six (seven). The share of

women in these categories in AGS project countries depends on the way the national welfare systems and

unemployment registers work. The highest share of employed women appears in the same localities as in

case of employed fathers: Telechiu, Banská Bystrica, Delčevo – Trabotivište, and Nyíregyháza.

TABLE 7. What is the main activity of the mother (in percent)?

A B C D E F G H I J K DK-

emp- self- lives on house- farmer pen- stu- un- works other NA

loyed emp- ab- mater- wife sioner dent emp- out-

loyed road nity loyed side

leave and official

with- empl.

out any

other

job

HU 2 0 0 25 48 0 1 1 17 0 0 0

SK 5 0 0 62 7 0 2 0 20 1 0 1

RO 16 2 2 0 74 0 0 0 1 0 0 2

MK 5 0 0 0 21 0 0 0 70 1 0 0

LIVING CONDITIONS

For the most part households of project beneficiaries are equipped with electricity (94 percent) and TV

(92 percent), with only Craiova-Mofleni lagging behind other localities (77 percent equipped with TV and 

electricity). However, only three out of four households have a kitchen inside, with the lowest share in

Skopje/Šuto Orizari (34 percent) and Vinica (45 percent). Running water is in 63 percent of all households,

Vinica, Skopje/Šuto Orizari, Telechiu, Craiova-Mofleni, and Nyírkata have the lowest incidences. Indoor

toilets are in just over half of households, with Telechiu, Craiova-Mofleni, Skopje/Šuto Orizari, Vinica, and

Nyírkáta falling behind. Family dwellings are usually inhabited by three people under 18 years and two

people over 18. (See data annex at the end for detailed data on localities.)
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FIGURE 5. Does the home or dwelling in which you live have… (percent of yes answers)?

LANGUAGES SPOKEN IN THE HOUSEHOLD AND CHILDREN’S MOTHER TONGUE

Speaking the language of instruction is one of the key success factors in the education of a child. Although

instruction in the mother tongue is common to many children (for example, in Slovakia, there is also

instruction in Hungarian and Ukrainian languages, in Macedonia in Albanian and Turkish languages), formal

education in Romanes is rare. The system of tuition of Romanes varies in the countries. In Slovakia, there

are only a few schools that introduced the Romani language. These schools took part in the experimental

piloting of the introduction of subjects in Romani language and literature, and Romani culture, history,

and traditions at primary schools and secondary schools that began in 2003. No similar attempts were made

at the level of preschool. There are no schools that would offer tuition in Romani language in Slovakia

either. There might be teaching assistants employed in kindergartens or schools, who should act as a cultural

bridge between the parents and the institutions, but the number of these professionals at the preschool

age is very limited.

In Hungary, there are four forms of minority education: instruction mainly in the mother tongue (1), bilingual

instruction in the majority and minority languages in the same school including Romanes (2), minority language

teaching as an additional subject (3), Roma minority education, including tradition, culture, and common 

A GOOD START: SURVEY SPOTLIGHT ON ITS LOCALITIES AND HOUSEHOLDS
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history, as an additional subject (4).16 Based on data from the Educational Yearbook, 515 children attending

kindergarten and 1,919 pupils attending primary schools received Romani-language teaching in 2009–2010. In

Hungary, there are two schools17 where a substantial part of the tuition takes place in the Romani language.18

In Macedonia, Romani language and culture can be chosen as an optional subject in primary school. In

Romania, parents can request that their children study an additional three to four hours a week of Romani

literature and language in schools (at the level of first to twelfth grades), and one hour of history and

Romani traditions classes (taught in grades six and seven). The total number of children participating in

this tuition is about 27,000. Some preschools in Romania started a process of introducing the Romani language

and teaching in the kindergartens as well (from 2005 by the NGO Amare Rromentca).

As many studies19 carried out in the past have shown, when the language of instruction is different to the

mother tongue of the children, the children should learn the language of instruction as a foreign language

(second language). In fact, there are no primary schools with Romanes as the language of instruction;

rather the state language is used as the first language in schools. This is the important reason for pinpointing

the mother tongue of children to see how many children have a different mother tongue than the language

of instruction.

MOTHER TONGUE OF CHILDREN OF SURVEYED FAMILIES

Romanes is the mother tongue of 46 percent of all the children in surveyed families, with large differences

between localities and countries (see table below). In all the localities in Hungary, the Hungarian language

is the prevalent mother tongue for more than 93 percent of children. In localities in Slovakia, they  are

more heterogeneous: in two urban localities (Banská Bystrica and Martin), the Slovak language is a mother

tongue for all the children (in Martin with no knowledge of Romanes at all, in Banská Bystrica only 19 percent

speak Romanes besides Slovak), while in the rural Abranovce and Zborov Romanes prevails. Romanes is

prevalent in Macedonian and Romanian localities, with Macedonian communities speaking three different

languages (Romanes, Macedonian, and Turkish) with the shares of people speaking the different languages

varying in each locality. The survey question about mother tongue enabled multiple answers in order to also

cover bilingual children.
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16 In Hungary, minority-language teaching and Roma minority education of culture, history, and traditions as an additional subject is provided if
requested by at least eight parents.

17 The Kalyi Jag and Ghandi schools.
18 Educational Yearbook, 2009–2010, Ministry of National Resources. Available online:

http://demo.itent.hu/roma/portal/downloads/Education%20Resources/Hungary_report.pdf
19 See, for instance, Ellen Bialystok (2006) „Second-Language Acquisition and Bilingualism at an Early Age and the Impact on Early Cognitive

Development.“ Encyclopedia on Early Childhood Development. Available online: http://www.child-encyclopedia.com/documents/
BialystokANGxp_rev.pdf
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TABLE 8. Mother tongue of children in surveyed families, in percent

Albanian Hungarian Macedonian Turkish Romanes Romanian Slovak

Abranovce 94 29

Banská Bystrica 10 100

Martin 100

Zborov 89 45

Telechiu 8 62 50

Craiova-Mofleni 90 47

Skopje/Šuto Orizari     98 2   

Crnik   16 16 84    

Delčevo   37 46 39    

Trabotivište   57 14 43    

Vinica   22 99    

Nyíregyháza  100   2    

Nyírkáta  100  10    

Nagyecsed  99   6    

Nagydobos 2 100  4    

Hodász  96   14    

Kántorjánosi  93   33     

N O T E :  Sums do not add up to 100 percent as multiple answers were allowed.

If a child does not speak the common language of instruction in a given country, it can have a twofold effect

on his/her access to ECEC: some families have a motivation to enroll their child to ECEC programs so 

that the child learns the common language as early as possible, while others see it as an obstacle to a child’s

enrollment in ECEC programs. Our findings have shown that the positive motivation prevails. In all the

project localities with a share of Romanes-speaking families higher or comparable to the share of state/

regional language speakers, the “language- learning” motivation behind a child’s enrollment is strong. Especially

in Abranovce, Zborov, Craiova-Mofleni, Delčevo, and Vinica, where between 36 percent and 60 percent 

of parents rated it among three top reasons for enrolling their three-to-six-year-old child in kindergarten.

But a child not speaking the common language of instruction was among the important reasons of non-

enrollment in kindergarten in Abranovce (14 percent) and Skopje/Šuto Orizari (25 percent).

LANGUAGES SPOKEN IN A HOUSEHOLD

Usually, mother tongue is viewed as the language learned from one’s parents. In this survey we allowed

multiple answers and parents indicated more than one language as a mother tongue. Differences
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between mother tongue and languages spoken in the household can be explained by the fact that some

children can speak more languages, but they may not acquire all the various languages spoken by different

household members, especially those languages that are less frequently spoken at home.

As the table below shows, there are differences among localities in our four countries in languages spoken

in the given localities. In rural localities in Slovakia, respondents use prevalently two languages (Slovak

and Romanes), while urban localities strongly prefer Slovak. The case in Hungary is a bit different: in all

communities almost 100 percent of people speak Hungarian and the use of Romanes is less frequent than

in Slovakia (only in two localities is it higher than 60 percent and in the remaining three it is less than 

10 percent). The situation in Macedonia is completely different with a very heterogeneous use of different

languages. In Romanian localities, people speak prevalently Romanes with some knowledge of the Romanian

language.

TABLE 9. Languages spoken at home, in percent

Albanian Hungarian Macedonian Turkish Romanes Romanian Slovak

Abranovce 100 94

Banská Bystrica 19 100

Martin 100

Zborov 9 2 73

Telechiu 72 55

Craiova-Mofleni 90 67

Skopje/Šuto Orizari 2 1 1 99

Crnik 63 16 95

Delčevo   50 59 37    

Trabotivište  29 86 14 57    

Vinica 1  2 55 90 1   

Nyíregyháza  100   2    

Nyírkáta  100   10    

Nagyecsed  99  7    

Nagydobos  100 2  4    

Hodász  100 5  61    

Kántorjánosi  100   60    

N O T E :  Sums do not add up to 100 percent as multiple answers were allowed.
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Our findings confirm it is very important to track the mother tongue of pupils enrolling in preschools and

schools. Since educational systems in all countries are (at this time) unable to provide education (neither

preschool nor school) in the mother tongue for a significant proportion of Romani pupils, they should at least

prepare children for education in the official language of instruction. Preparatory courses of official 

languages should play an important role in preschool preparation (provided by formal or informal education

systems).

A GOOD START: SURVEY SPOTLIGHT ON ITS LOCALITIES AND HOUSEHOLDS
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CHILDREN’S EDUCATIONAL
STATUS AND SKILLS

Boys and girls are equally represented in the sample of 1,781 children ages zero to seven covered by the house-

hold survey (50.02 percent girls). Children come often from poor families: 60 percent of fathers and 34 percent

of mothers are unemployed and without any other informal source of income. Among three-toseven-year-olds,

34 percent of all children are not enrolled in any formal or informal institution and are at home with their 

parents, with huge differences across countries and localities that will be explained in more detail below.

National statistics in Hungary indicate that 88 percent of all children ages three to five attend kindergarten.

However, the attendance of Romani children is significantly lower and reaches only 42 percent.20 In Slovakia,

earlier estimates suggest that only 5.35 percent of all children enrolled in kindergartens are Roma,

compared to their participation reaching 11.12 percent in primary schools.21 It has to be noted that as ethnical

self-ascription in education statistics is very poor, it may not accurately reflect the real number of Roma

children. In kindergartens the number of children receiving a free meal is roughly half of the number of 

children receiving free meal at primary schools.22 So overall we can conclude that there is strong evidence

that at least half of the poorest and also the Roma children are absent from any formal ECEC in Slovakia.

In Romania enrollment of Roma children is estimated at around 17–20 percent as opposed to the national

average of 73 percent.23 Kindergarten enrollment in Macedonia is the lowest of the AGS countries and

reaches only 21,6 percent in the age group of 3 to 6.24According to UNICEF Data25 the enrollment of Roma

is even more striking, reaching only 3.5 percent.

Children between ages zero to seven can be enrolled in different types of institutions and they differ from one

country to another. Further, when we look at the figure covering the whole group of zero to seven year olds in

all four countries, in more than half of the cases (58 percent), children are not enrolled in any formal or informal

institution; instead they are at home with parents. The survey showed huge differences across countries and

localities, too.
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20 Roma Early Childhood Inclusion. Country Report, HUNGARY TARKI-TUDOK, 2011/06
21 Szigeti, 2002 cited in: Vašečka et al.: Čačipen pal o Roma (2002), Institute for Public Affairs, Bratislava
22 Žiaci zo znevýhodneného prostredia na Slovensku a v zahraničí (2010), Slovak Governance Institute, Bratislava
23 The Open Society Foundation’s Roma Inclusion Barometer 2007 indicated that preschool attendance among Roma children is a mere 20

percent, UNICEF data indicate 17 percent (UNICEF CEE/CIS Regional Ofice (2010, forthcoming): Situation Analysis: An Overview of Inclusive
Education).

24 Macedonia’s submission to the TransMONEE database. Available online: http://www.unicef-irc.org/databases/transmonee/
25 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (2005/2006).
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FIGURE 6. Enrollment of all children ages zero to seven in the AGS project, 2011

Dividing children into two age groups—younger than three years and three to seven years—enables us 

to see the higher participation of children in preschool programs as they grow up. While children younger

than three years are most likely to stay home (92 percent of the whole sample), this holds true only for 

one-third of the three-to-seven-year-olds. However, differences in countries and individual localities are huge

(see detailed Table A4 in the Annex).

TABLE 10. Enrollment of children in AGS project by age group, in percent

A B C D E F G H

number at home mother/ crèche kinder- commu- primary special other

of children and not child garten nity school primary insti-

in survey enrolled program center school tution

3–7 year olds 1,053 34 0.02 0.002 47 2.9 12.3 0.006 0.004

below 3 years 728 92 1.8 3.6 2.1
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N/A – 0%
H – other institution – 0%

G – special primary school – 0%
F – primary school – 7%

E – community center – 3%

D – kindergarten – 29%

C – crèche – 1%
B – mother/child program – 1%

A – at home and not enrolled – 58%

Where is the child elrolled? Please tell me the name of the school / institution.
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TABLE 11. Enrollment of 3–7-year-old children in AGS project by country, in percent

A B C D E F G H

number at home mother/ crèche kinder- commu- primary special other

of children and not child garten nity school primary insti-

age 3–7 enrolled program center school tution

years

Hungary 381 5.8 0.5 88.5 5.2

Slovakia 293 45.4 8.2 21.8 21.8 1.4 1.4

Romania 97 3.1 56.7 29.9 9.3 1.0

Macedonia 282 72.0 13.1 0.4 13.1 0.4

First, let us look at the enrollment in kindergartens, which refers to formal opportunities for children provided

by the educational system (see table above). While in Hungary almost nine out of 10 children between

ages three to seven are enrolled, the data from Slovakia and Macedonia shows much lower participation.

Although both these countries have more children already attending the primary schools in the sample

(which partially explains a lower share of children in kindergartens), still, the share of three-to-seven-year-

old children who are at home and unenrolled in formal or informal education is very high: 45 percent in

Slovakia and 72 percent in Macedonia. The enrollment gap between Slovakia and Macedonia, compared to

Hungary with Romania, is clearly visible in the figure below (see in more detail in Table A4 on enrollment

by age groups in the Annex). Although in both localities in Romania enrollment in kindergarten is not as

high as in Hungary, almost one-third of children in localities in Romania attend community centers, which

leaves only three percent out of all three-to-seven-year-old children at home and not enrolled.
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FIGURE 7. Declining share of children who are at home and unenrolled as they grow up

N O T E : Children are grouped by their year of birth, with year 2009 corresponding largely to 1-year-olds and 2004 to 6-year-olds at the time of administering

the survey

As to be expected, there are also significant differences between localities in several countries. In Slovakia,

for instance, enrollment in kindergarten for the whole three-to-seven-year-old group varies from 14 percent

in Banská Bystrica to 43 percent in Abranovce (for details, see the table below). The same applies to 

Macedonia, where the differences are even larger (in Skopje/Šuto Orizari and Crnik, there is no enrollment

in kindergarten at all, while in Delčevo enrollment in kindergarten is above 63 percent). Yet in Hungary,

the variations between project localities are low (from 84 percent in Nyíregyháza to 100 percent in 

Kántorjánosi and Nyírkáta). In all localities in Hungary, the total enrollment of three-to-seven-year-olds in

kindergartens is above 84 percent. Later in this chapter we will investigate in more detail the reasons for 

enrollment and non-enrollment of children and differences between countries and localities in the AGS project.

Different countries and municipalities provide different types of services related to the preschool preparation

of children. Options beyond the formal education system, such as mother/child programs or community

centers are less frequent in providing preschool services for children, with exceptions in two localities 

in Romania and two in Slovakia, where these facilities are delivered by the AGS project. In Romania, some

children in both localities are enrolled in programs provided by community centers (24 percent in Telechiu
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and 34 percent in Craiova-Mofleni). In Abranovce and Zborov in Slovakia, children are also enrolled 

in mother and child programs and in an informal preschool program for children one year before entering

primary school.

TABLE 12. Enrollment of three-to-seven-year-old children by localities, in percent

A B C D E F G H

number at home mother/ crèche kinder- commu- primary special other

of children and not child garten nity school primary insti-

ages 3–7 enrolled program center school tution

Nyíregyháza 110 11 2 84 4

Nyírkáta 36 100

Nagyecsed 93 10 85 5

Nagydobos 58 2 91 7

Hodász 58 88 12

Kántorjánosi 26 100

Abranovce 23 4 26 43 26

Banská Bystrica 71 72 14 14

Martin 93 58 19 18 4

Zborov 106 25 17 25 29 4

Telechiu 57 4 53 32 11 2   

Craiova-Mofleni 40 3 63 28 8    

Skopje/Šuto Orizari 134 91 1 7 1   

Crnik 15 80 20    

Delčevo 35 17 63 20    

Trabotivište 5 20 40 40    

Vinica 93 67 14 16    

CHILDREN YOUNGER THAN THREE 

Usually children in project countries start preschool education when they reach the age of three, but there

were 62 families who have children younger than three enrolled in a formal or an informal ECEC program

(10 percent of families with children younger than three). Children under three are enrolled mostly in 

the community centers in localities in Romania and in kindergartens or crèches in localities in Hungary, with

most of these children soon reaching the age of three. In Slovakia, no child under three attends kindergarten
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or other preschool program, in Macedonia it was only the case with eight families (all children enrolled in

Delčevo kindergarten had reached approximately three years of age at the time of administering the survey).

Reasons for enrolling a child younger than three into a preschool program

The reason most frequently reported by parents for enrolling their child (asking the 62 parents with children

younger than three enrolled in some institution) in some formal or informal preschool program was that 

the child can learn there. In 71 percent of all cases this was one of the three most important reasons given.

The same reason was also selected as the most important reason for enrollment by a group of 404 parents

with children between the ages of three and seven enrolled in some institution, but only by 58 percent.

This indicates that those Romani parents in the AGS Project who enrolled their child under age three in preschool

programs are above the project average in valuing education and its importance for school readiness of

their children.

The strongest support for this reason (among the group of 62 parents with enrolled children under three)

was found in several localities in Hungary, especially in Nyíregyháza, Nagydobos, and Kántorjánosi, where

more than 90 percent chose this reason as among the most important. This reason also was significantly

important in Telechiu in Romania (82 percent) and Delčevo in Macedonia (71 percent).

Three other reasons were also quite important but distributed equally in the data set (around 30–40 percent).

The chance to play, meeting friends, and enjoying kindergarten (or other preschool program) were the most 

important reasons for attending these programs.

Three more reasons, each selected by a total of eight parents out of the group of 62 (13 percent), have only

a minor importance: that the program provides free meal or support, that it allows time to work, and that 

the child can learn the language there. Only parents in two localities (29 percent in Delčevo and 100 percent in

Hodász) indicated the option “the program provides free meals or other material support” as the reason for

enrolling their child into preschool program.

Learning the state language was selected as a reason by only eight out of 62 families (by families living in Delčevo/

Trabotivište, Nagyecsed, and both localities in Romania), because a vast majority of children enrolled 

in this group speak the language of tuition. In 13 percent of cases parents also indicated the reason “it gives

me time to work/take care of other matters.” This can be an important reason for employed mothers or those

with many children.

We cannot overgeneralize from the very low number of families with enrolled children aged under three.

Nevertheless, we can assume (based on the importance attributed to learning, playing, and meeting friends
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above and beyond the economic benefits) that if parents are willing to enroll their children into preschool

programs, the reasons are mostly more for the benefit of children (a place for playing, learning, and meeting

friends) than for parents (material support, time to work, or other reasons).

Communication with teachers reported by parents with enrolled children under age three 

The survey has shown that parents of enrolled children under age three communicate very often with

teachers and receive helpful information about their children’s development. There may be several different

explanations for this, ranging from parental attitudes to education to the quality of preschool programs

and good teacher-parent relations, as well as the level of services provided by given localities and sufficient

spaces in them. But we would need to know also about the attitudes of teachers towards communication

with parents to gain a broader picture of any mutual communication.

The highest satisfaction with communication was in Hungary, where in four localities (Nyírkáta, Nagyecsed,

Nagydobos, and Kántorjánosi) all parents with children enrolled in preschool programs indicated they

receive helpful information from teachers very often.

FIGURE 8. Do teachers talk to you and give you helpful information about your child and how he/she is

doing in school?
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No, never; 2%

No, hardly ever; 4%

Yes, sometimes; 19%

I don’t know / No answer; 2%

Yes, very often; 74%
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Reasons for not enrolling children younger than three years in preschool programs 

The significant majority (92 percent) of children under age three is at home and unenrolled. The most important

reason for not enrolling children was that a parent does not work and can stay home with the children, reported

by half of the respondents. In some localities, such as Abranovce, Vinica, and Hodázs, more than 80 percent

of respondents indicated this reason among the most important ones. This can be related to the reason

given that a child is too young, which was the most frequent among other reasons for not enrolling. The reason

that child is too young was reported by 35 percent parents, but with a diminishing importance as the child

ages: 17 percent for the soon to be two-year-olds and eight percent for the soon to be three-year-olds. Nine

percent of respondents also indicated that the child should stay with family, especially in two localities, Zborov

(35 percent) and Skopje/Šuto Orizari (32 percent).

The second important reason, reported by 43 percent of parents, is that the preschool program is too expensive.

Localities in Hungary are an exception here, with only three families in Nagyecsed choosing this option.

Formal preschool education starts usually at the age of three and it is often very complicated to enroll

younger children into such facilities.

For some parents the economic reasons are very important and they choose to leave children at home.

In localities in Slovakia and in Nyíregyháza in Hungary some parents indicated there are no places for children

and thus it is impossible to enroll them, but this was a rare case in other countries.

Parents of children under age three usually trust the teachers, as confirmed in the previous section about 

communication with teachers. Only in a very few cases parents indicated low trust and no one indicated

bad treatment of their children.

Almost one-fifth (19 percent) of all respondents with children under age three indicated there is no such facility

for their children. As the table below shows, there are very significant differences between localities in all

countries and thus the general proportion of 19 percent for the whole data set is not very representative.

In some localities (Crnik in Macedonia, Nagydobos in Hungary) more than 90 percent of respondents

chose this reason as one of the three most important.
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TABLE 13. What are the main reasons your child aged under age three does not attend a crèche kindergarten

community center? (four most frequent reasons are selected, in percent)

Locality I don’t work so It is too expensive Other reasons There is no

I can stay home facility for children

and be with my child under age 3 nearby

Abranovce 92 0 8 0

Banská Bystrica 67 82 2 31

Martin 58 40 14 0

Zborov 43 30 4 65

Telechiu 0 5 50 50

Craiova-Mofleni 11 22 33 0

Skopje/Šuto Orizari 44 80 62 1

Crnik 36 93 0 93

Delčevo 18 11 86 0  

Trabotovište 0 50 25 50  

Vinica 84 69 52 0  

Nyíregyháza 59 0 12 4  

Nyírkáta 17 0 8 75  

Nagyecsed 34 0 66 0  

Nagydobos 6 10 3 97  

Hodász 94 0 0 13  

Kántorjánosi 0 0 0 78  

Total 49 43 35 19  

CHILDREN AGES THREE TO SEVEN

When parents of children ages three to seven were asked to name three reasons why they enrolled their

children into kindergartens, the most important factor was that they thought their children can learn there

(58 percent of all respondents). This finding is similar as in the case of children under three. This motivation

was dominant in three localities in Abranovce in Slovakia (100 percent), Trabotivište in Macedonia (100

percent) and Telechiu in Romania (82 percent).

The second most important factor (53 percent of respondents) was that they enrolled their children so that

they could succeed better in learning at primary school. However, the data indicates that parents are not 

only motivated to enroll their children because of the impact it may have on their education, but that they

also value non-formal aspects of preschool education such as the child likes to go there (46 percent), child 
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can play there (33 percent), and have friends (29 percent). Although only 13 percent of the respondents selected

learning the state language as one of three most important reasons for kindergarten attendance, in those

localities, where the mother tongue of the children is different to the state or regional language, this reason

dominated, especially in Abranovce (60 percent of parents) and Zborov (36 percent) in Slovakia, Craiova in

Romania (47 percent), and Delčevo (43 percent) and Vinica (46 percent) in Macedonia.

As in the case of children younger than three years, economic incentives such as the free meals or other

material support are not among the three most important reasons to enroll a child. Only 14 percent of all

parents with children ages three to seven attending kindergarten mentioned this. One exception was the

locality in Hodász, where this share reached 86 percent for the parents of three-to-seven-year-olds and 

100 percent for parents of children under age three. Material support is provided within the AGS project in

Romania and Slovakia. The type of material support provided for children includes slippers, pajamas,

tracksuits, and school supplies, all necessary items to participate in kindergarten. In Macedonia, in the

eastern localities only, AGS provides the enrollment fee and transportation for children.

The formal financial and legal settings vary across project localities, for example, children in preschools

whose parents receive social welfare benefits in Slovakia have free meals provided by the state and in

many, though not all, municipalities, their tuition fees are covered. In Hungary, there is no tuition fee in

state–maintained ECEC institutions. And for disadvantaged children all basic services are free, including

free meals. Additionally, since 2009, kindergarten support is paid if they enter kindergarten before the age

of four and are absent for a maximum of 25 percent of the kindergarten school year.26 In Romania, the 

fees that children must pay depend from kindergarten to kindergarten and there are some criteria such as 

conditions, quality of the services, foreign language, and so on. In Macedonia, for every child enrolled in 

the kindergarten, the parents pay a EUR 25 tuition fee per month. This amount includes all-day services per

child including meals. However, there is an exception in the framework of the REF co-funded project “Inclusion

of Roma Children in Public Preschools,” where support is provided for Roma in 15 municipalities in Macedonia.

In this project 691 children ages 4.8–5.7 were supported in integrated preschool institutions and provided

with necessary support in transport and school supplies.
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26 This regulation targets children with multiple disadvantages, whose families are eligible for regular childcare benefit and whose parents
reached primary education or a lower level. The sum of this initial kindergarten enrollment support is HUF 20,000 (EUR 77) and HUF
10,000 (EUR 37)/child later on every half year.
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In our survey only parents in two localities (in Delčevo—29 percent and Hodász—100 percent) indicated

the option “the program provides free meals or other material support” as the reason for enrolling their children

in kindergarten. When we combine these findings with parents’ reasons why they did not enroll their child

in kindergarten, it indicates that financial support is not a motive to send children to preschool, but a 

necessary prerequisite. Among the reasons for non-enrollment to be analyzed later, the economic reasons

were dominant: 59 percent of all interviewees (whose three-to-seven-year-old children were not enrolled in

kindergarten) indicated that it was too expensive for them to send a child to kindergarten and another 40

percent reported having no money for clothes for their children to attend.

Kindergarten attendance in the last five days

Taking into account the difficulties to inquire about kindergarten attendance for a longer period of time,

the parents were asked to indicate how often the child had attended kindergarten or other ECEC institutions

in the last five working days. Based on the data, we can assume that the children attended kindergarten

or other institutions frequently and roughly 70 percent of them attended every day.

As the numbers in the different localities and age categories are quite low, we have to be careful about the

interpretation of the results. However, in four out of six Hungarian localities 80 percent of children attended

every day as opposed to some Slovakian and Romanian localities, where 30–40 percent of the children

were attending only zero to two days a week (Abranovce, Zborov, Telechiu, and Craiova).

Ethnic composition of kindergartens and classes

Joint socialization of children from ethnic minorities with other children, especially in the early years, is

crucial for their social inclusion and for removing barriers and preventing prejudices. Comparing the 

concentration of Romani children in educational institutions with residential segregation can give some

insight into this issue.

A third of parents (36 percent) indicated that their children attended kindergartens, where all or almost all

children were Roma. In another 40 percent of cases, around half of the children in kindergartens were

Roma, and in 22 percent of cases there were only a few Roma children attending. When we look at the

Macedonian localities, children predominantly attended kindergartens where only a few of them were

Roma (50–70 percent of the respondents). In contrast in Romanian localities, the children are placed mainly

in “Romani kindergartens” where all or almost all the children are Roma.
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FIGURE 9. In your child’s kindergarten/class the other children are…?

Comparing the data with residential segregation confirms the intuitive assumption that in the case of

those localities, which are separated and outside the village/town, the kindergartens tend to be dominated

by Roma, too. The same holds true for the parts of towns/villages, where the majority of the population 

is Roma (60 percent of the respondents who reside in a separated settlement and 82 percent of those who

live in Roma dominated neighborhoods of villages/ towns indicated that their children attend an

all/almost all Roma kindergarten).

The ethnic composition of kindergarten classes tends to be similar to the level of the whole kindergarten.

One exception is Zborov with a mixed preschool, where 72 percent of parents reported to have their children

in an only-Roma or almost all-Roma class (which was created in the AGS project as a short-term solution)

and only 24 percent of parents (six parents) have their children in a predominantly non-Roma class.

Communication between parents and kindergarten teachers

Similar to parents of children younger than three years, parents with children ages three to seven years also

reported a rather intense communication with kindergarten teachers.
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66 percent of parents say that they very often receive helpful information from teachers and 27 percent of

them say that information is provided “Sometimes.” As the household survey was carried out a few months

after the project started, only qualitative research can explain whether the positive feedback is partly due

to AGS project’s activities.

However, in Delčevo 27 percent of respondents recalled that they had hardly ever received helpful information.

More than 10 percent of cases when parents hardly ever received information were reported in Martin (13

percent), Telechiu (12 percent), Nyíregyháza (11 percent) and Hodász (12 percent)

Intensive communication has been established in Abranovce (100 percent receiving helpful information

about their child very often), Zborov (84 percent), Vinica (92 percent), and Nagyecsed (91 percent).

FIGURE 10. Do the teachers talk to you and give you helpful information about your child ages three to

seven and how he/she is doing in kindergarten?

Understanding the language of tuition

The language barrier is an important factor for early school failures that may influence the entire education

career of a child and therefore we looked at the degree to which children ages three to seven enrolled in

kindergartens understand the language of tuition. In seven out of 10 cases children are reported to have no

difficulties, according to the parents, and understand the language of tuition perfectly, another 16.2 percent of

parents confirmed not to have any difficulties as the child understands almost everything.
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However, this does not hold true for all the localities. In Abranovce, 90 percent of respondents and 40 percent

in Zborov indicated that their children find it somewhat difficult to understand the language of tuition. In

both localities more than 80 percent of parents indicated that the mother tongue of the children is Romanes.

Similar problems were indicated by 20 percent of the respondents in Hodász. In Hodász, 14 percent of 

parents indicated Romanes as the mother tongue of children. Only three respondents in the whole data

set (1 from Hodász and two from Telechiu) mentioned that their children do not understand anything.

We have to bear in mind that the household survey took place during the school year (November

2010–April 2011), so many children, who might have had difficulties before entering the institutions, were

already enrolled in kindergarten for a considerable time.

Reasons for non-enrollment of three-to-seven-year-old children in kindergartens 

Economic reasons were dominant: 59 percent of all interviewees indicated that it was too expensive for them

to send a child to kindergarten and another 40 percent reported having no money for clothes for their children

to attend. Only Hungarian localities do not report any problems with finances. Finances are a problem

especially in Banská Bystrica, Skopje/Šuto Orizari, Crnik, Vinica, and Trabotivište with more than two-thirds

of respondents choosing the answer “too expensive.” In the same localities, also the lack of money for clothing

prevails, with percentages ranging from 57–63 percent.

The second most frequently mentioned answer (41 percent) was that primary caregivers could stay home as

they do not work, which was frequent in Vinica in Macedonia and in all the Slovak localities except in Abranovce.

Capacity problems are a specific issue in Crnik and Trabotivište with no kindergarten nearby reported by 

91 percent and 100 percent of respondents, respectively, and no places in kindergartens reported in Slovak

Abranovce, Banská Bystrica, and Martin (43 percent, 30 percent, and 32 percent).

Among “other reasons” (29 percent of responses), several responses were given. Besides mentioning illness,

disability, lack of ID documents, migration, and a strong relationship between mother and child were

recorded. In Zborov, four parents reported they did not have enough information.
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FIGURE 11. Reasons for non-enrollment of children ages three to seven in kindergartens
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A GOOD START: SURVEY SPOTLIGHT ON ITS LOCALITIES AND HOUSEHOLDS

CHILDREN AGES FIVE TO SEVEN ENROLLED IN SCHOOLS

The distribution of parents with five-to-seven-year-old children is unevenly spread among countries.

The majority of parents answering questions regarding this age cohort were from localities in Slovakia 

(66 respondents out of 124 in the whole data set). This may be explained by the tutoring activities for 

children from this age cohort implemented in Slovakia within the AGS project.

Ethnic composition of children ages five to seven in schools

Overall responses concerning the ethnic composition of schools are divided quite evenly between the

three categories: all or almost all Roma, half of the school is Roma, and just a few of children is Roma.

In the case of Abranovce, Craiova, and Nagydobos the children of all the respondents are in schools with

all Roma or almost all Roma. Dominantly mixed schools, where roughly half of the pupils are Roma were

reported in the cases of Nagyecsed (75 percent of parents reporting around half of children are Roma),

Hodász (83 percent), Banská Bystrica (67 percent), Martin (76 percent), Delčevo (83 percent), and Vinica 

(80 percent). In these localities the ethnic composition in classes follows the same pattern described for

the entire schools, without any discernible tendency of concentrating Roma children in classes.

In the majority of localities the absolute numbers are too low to make any wider interpretation, as there

are only 124 children in the total sample age five to seven enrolled in schools. Only in localities in Slovakia

where the absolute numbers are higher (67 out of 124) can a clearer picture of the situation in school in

these localities be provided.

FIGURE 12. Ethnic composition of schools attended by children ages five to seven 
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Understanding the language of tuition of children ages five to seven enrolled in schools 

While only 10 percent of children ages three to six enrolled in kindergartens had some usually mild problems

with understanding the language of tuition, their share is doubled at the entry to primary school, according 

to their parents. The difference can be explained by the fact that in compulsory primary schools, unlike in

kindergartens, all the children are enrolled including those children who were unenrolled in a preschool 

in the past. For example, in Skopje/Šuto Orizari in Macedonia and the rural localities Abranovce and Zborov

in Slovakia difficulties with understanding the language of tuition (“very difficult” or “somewhat difficult”)

were most frequent  for five-to-seven-year-olds at school (reported by 50 percent, 100 percent, and 27 

percent  of parents respectively). At the same time, three-to-seven-year-olds’ enrollment in kindergartens

is below the project average in these localities: Abranovce (43 percent), Zborov (25 percent), and Skopje/Šuto

Orizari (0 percent).

On average one out of five children ages five to seven enrolled in schools had difficulties in understanding

the language of tuition. On the other hand, 52.8 percent and 25.6 percent  are reported by parents to understand

everything or almost everything, respectively.

In those localities where difficulties have been reported for younger children, children enrolled in primary

schools also continue to face problems with the language barrier. In Abranovce, all parents report that it 

is somewhat (83 percent) or very difficult (17 percent) for their children to understand the tuition. In Zborov,

this problem is less critical as only 23 percent of the parents reported that their children find it somehow

difficult to understand the language. Similarly half of respondents in Šuto Orizari report moderate or strong

difficulties.

Communication between parents and primary school teachers

Compared to the degree of communication of teachers in kindergartens, the option “very often” (53 percent)

is not so frequent at primary schools and the option “sometimes” is more frequent (36 percent) than in

kindergartens (see figure below).

The reason may be that parents usually communicate with teachers on a daily basis since they have to

take their young children directly to kindergarten classes, while school-age children go to classrooms by

themselves and communication with teachers is less frequent. That may be a reason why they chose

rather the option “sometimes” than “very often.” Another possible explanation is the influence of project

activities related to preschool education already carried out at time of household survey administration.
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A GOOD START: SURVEY SPOTLIGHT ON ITS LOCALITIES AND HOUSEHOLDS

FIGURE 13. Communication between parents and primary school teachers divided into age groups

(Do teachers talk to you and give you helpful information about your child and how he/she is

doing in his/her educational institution?)

Helping children with the language of tuition

Although there are very few responses to the question: Do the teachers help your child with the language of tuition

(as only a few language difficulties are reported), parents tend to answer that teachers are helpful 

(51 percent of respondents indicated that teachers help children very often and another 29 percent thought

they help sometimes). Only in a few cases (eight in the whole data set) did parent indicate that teachers 

hardly help them at all. It is very difficult to interpret such data without knowing more about the communication

with teachers. Parents are not present during school time and the only information they have is from children

or teachers themselves. Qualitative research could bring more understanding of this issue.

Parents’ perception of primary school quality

Overall, parents saw the quality of school as very high. Eighty-one percent of them indicated that school 

is very good or good. The vast majority of respondents (62 percent) indicated that school is simply “good.”

Asking people about the quality of schools can pose a methodological problem. It can be expected that

parents answer simply good or bad.27 But few parents answered that school attended by their children is

explicitly bad (six people indicated “very bad” and 16 “bad,” especially in Zborov, Telechiu).
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Testing before enrolling in primary school 

Two-thirds of parents in our survey indicated their children were tested before enrolling in primary school.

Out of all the 124 respondents, only 25 indicated their children had not been tested. Only two out of 98 children

were placed in special primary school. Most often children were placed in mainstream primary school 

(67 percent) and 22 percent went to a school readiness program for one year (20 children in Zborov and two

more in Banská Bystrica in so-called “zero” classes). However, the survey sample of five-to-seven-year-old

children at schools is small and affected by the selection of children in certain localities for tutoring activities

planned at standard primary schools, so we cannot make conclusions about frequency of placement to

special schools in project localities, nor countries.

TABLE 14. What was the result of the pre-enrollment test (in percent)?

Child entered the Child entered the Child was sent Child was told Don’t 

first grade of the first grade of the to a school to wait one year, know/

standard primary special primary readiness program so he/she stayed NA

school school for one year at home

Abranovce 100 0 0 0 0

Banská Bystrica 63 0 25 0 13

Martin 88 6 0 6 0

Zborov 13 0 83 0 4

Skopje/Šuto Orizari 89 11 0 0 0

Crnik 100 0 0 0 0

Delčevo 100 0 0 0 0  

Trabotivište 100 0 0 0 0  

Vinica 80 0 0 0 20  

Nyíregyháza 0 0 0 0 100  

Nagyecsed 100 0 0 0 0  

Nagydobos 100 0 0 0 0  

Hodász 50 0 0 0 50  

TOTAL 67 2 22 1 7  
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27 Based on our experiences with “scales” used in quantitative surveys in the past, respondents very often cannot see differences between
scaling nuances (very good, good, etc.) and they tend to answer simply yes or no. It would be worthy to focus on this topic in a qualitative
survey.
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A GOOD START: SURVEY SPOTLIGHT ON ITS LOCALITIES AND HOUSEHOLDS

SKILLS ASSESSMENT OF CHILDREN AGES THREE TO SEVEN

In accordance with the UNICEF Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS), questions were introduced in the

survey about the assessment of skills of the children. Parents were asked to assess their three-to-seven-year-

old children individually in seven developmental areas ranging from their ability to name 10 letters of the

alphabet to being able to button up a sweater. The interpretation of this data should focus on children

who were at home and unenrolled (34 percent of all three-to-seven-year-olds), and children in kindergartens

(47 percent of three-to-seven-year-olds) as the largest groups.

TABLE 15. Where are children ages three to seven enrolled (in percent)?

A B C D E F G H

at home mother/ crèche kinder- commu- primary special other

and not child garten nity school primary insti-

enrolled program center school tution

34.00 0.02 0.002 47.00 2.90 12.30 0.006 0.004

In general, the children who are at home and unenrolled lag behind their peers in kindergartens in special

skills (like reading and writing), while they are at a comparable level in basic life and motor skills (buttoning

up a sweater, hygiene, tidying up, and so on.). We cannot make a simple conclusion about the effect of

institutional education on these children, as the groups of children that are in the kindergarten and those

that stay at home differ. It is quite likely that children from poorer environments are more likely to stay 

at home and at the same time are less likely to learn certain skills at home (the lower the level of education

the mother attained, the higher is the share of children staying at home not enrolled). Moreover, the

kindergarten curriculum in project countries usually does not contain lessons on the alphabet, reading, or

writing. We can see from the data that the share of children acquiring these skills increases with age in

both “at home” and “kindergarten” tracks and that the initial gap between the youngest children in these

two groups diminishes as the children grow up. For example, only six percent of three-year-olds at home

can name 10 letters of the alphabet compared to 33 percent of those in kindergarten, but the difference

among six-year-olds is much smaller: 45 percent of children at home can do it compared to 57 percent in

kindergartens.
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TABLE 16. Can he/she identify/name at least ten letters of the alphabet? 

(percent of yes answers for children ages three to seven)

A B C D E F G H Number of

at home mother/ crèche kinder- commu- primary special other children in

and not child garten nity school primary insti- given age

enrolled program center school tution

7-year-olds 75 83 86 100 61

6-year-olds 45 57 20 88 50 210

5-year-olds 23 30 52 40 71 25 271

4-year-olds 13 17 44 38 260

3-year-olds 6 50 33 0 216

FIGURE 14. Learning to name at least ten letters of alphabet in different environments as children grow up

(percent of children with this skill)
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TABLE 17. Can he/she write his/her own name (in percent)?

A B C D E F G H Number

at home mother/ crèche kinder- commu- primary special other of children

and not child garten nity school primary insti- in given

enrolled program center school tution age

7-year-olds 75 50 86 67 61

6-year-olds 18 100 45 0 85 100 209

5-year-olds 14 0 31 0 71 0 268

4-year-olds 9 0 26 0 0 259

3-year-olds 5 0 0 17 0 216

TABLE 18. Is he/she able to button a shirt or sweater (in percent)?

A B C D E F G H Number

at home mother/ crèche kinder- commu- primary special other of children

and not child garten nity school primary insti- in given

enrolled program center school tution age

7-year-olds 100 100 100 100 60

6-year-olds 83 100 98 100 99 100 209

5-year-olds 82 100 96 75 100 75 267

4-year-olds 79 82 90 69 100 257

3-year-olds 60 100 86 25 213

TABLE 19. Does he/she do daily routine activities without being reminded (in percent)? 

(Such as brushing teeth, tidying up after play or a meal, or helping with chores)

A B C D E F G H Number

at home mother/ crèche kinder- commu- primary special other of children

and not child garten nity school primary insti- in given

enrolled program center school tution age

7-year-olds 100 100 93 100 59

6-year-olds 83 100 91 100 90 100 208

5-year-olds 70 100 88 60 71 100 270

4-year-olds 60 92 80 77 257

3-year-olds 52 73 75 215

A GOOD START: SURVEY SPOTLIGHT ON ITS LOCALITIES AND HOUSEHOLDS
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PARENTAL ATTITUDES
TOWARDS EDUCATION 
AND LEARNING

Parental attitudes to education are crucial to the shaping of a child’s school future. The household survey

tried to capture these in a series of questions, yet we should be cautious in their explanation. First,

the respondent’s answers may differ from their actions to a large extent. Second, the answers might have

been influenced by the AGS project activities already carried out before the time of survey administration.

Third, it is possible that people willing to participate in such a project have a more positive attitude

towards education. Therefore, results of this research cannot be generalized for the whole population of

Romani parents in given communities. Nevertheless, it is worthwhile to analyze parental attitudes towards

education of their children and to compare the situation within AGS countries.

IMPORTANCE OF PRESCHOOL EDUCATION

Romani parents in all the localities consider preschool education important for their children despite the

frequent opinion of decision-makers and school representatives about Romani parents assigning a low

value to education and being unwilling to enroll their children to kindergartens. In all localities involved in

this survey, more than 85 percent of parents think that children do better in school if they attend kindergarten

or another educational program. Only seven parents thought it is better for their child to stay at home

before they start formal education and 37 respondents think it makes no difference if a child attends

kindergarten or not. If that many parents consider preschool education important for their children, it is

important to analyze the main reasons behind the lower actual participation of Romani children in

preschools. Recapping the findings in part 3.2 for children ages three to seven, the economic reasons behind

unenrollment dominated: 59 percent of parents explained the non-enrollment of their child as too expensive,

40 percent reported having no money for cloths for their children to attend, and 41 percent said that they could

stay home as they do not work.
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TABLE 20. Do you think children do better in school… (in percent)

If children attend If children stay There is no I don’t know /

kindergarten or other at home before going difference No answer

educational program to primary school

Hungary 89 1 4 6

Slovakia 92 0 5 3

Romania 94 1 4 0

Macedonia 94 1 1 4

Total 92 1 4 4

The hypotheses is that Romani parents find preschool education worthwhile for their children is supported

by their answers to the question: How important is it for young children to attend kindergarten, crèche or other

preschool learning, with more than two-thirds of parents considering preschool education “very important”

in Trabotivište and Delčevo in Macedonia and Nyíregyháza and Hodász in Hungary.

TABLE 21. How important for having a good future is it for young children ages zero to six to attend 

a kindergarten, crèche, or other preschool learning program (in percent)?

Not important Somewhat Important Very I don’t know/ 

at all important important NA

Hungary 0 4 45 50 1

Slovakia 1 7 53 39 0

Romania 0 4 28 67 1

Macedonia 0 3 50 45 1

Total 0 4 47 47 1

GENDER ASPECT

Roma are often perceived as a very traditional community where girls are not expected to reach the same

education level as boys. Taking this view into account, results from the survey are quite surprising. The table

below for the whole data indicates high expectations for girls. In the case of boys, parents support a 

more vocational profile, while for girls more general education is expected. This may be seen as in line with

the traditional division of gender roles: boys need to support the family and vocational education is perceived

as the best way to earn money, but more in-depth qualitative research is necessary to better understand 

the parental expectations here. The share of parents with expectations for their children higher than primary

education  is almost the same for girls (71.5 percent) as for boys (71.98 percent).
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TABLE 22. If you think about your son’s/daughter’s future, what type of school should he/she complete 

(in percent)?

University Vocational General Finishing Finishing Other It makes no Tertiary

secondary secondary compulsory primary school difference

Girls 31 29 11 8 8 1 1 6

Boys 28 37 7 7 9 1 1 7

N O T E :  I do not know/NA answers add up to 100 percent.

The above mentioned interpretation of data is supported also by the answer to the following question:

How important is it for girls and boys to succeed in school? The most prevalent opinion is that it is equally

important for girls and boys to succeed in education. There were only two localities with groups of parents

indicating explicit parental preference for education of boys: Nyírkáta (41 percent) and Kántorjánosi 

(47 percent of parents) in Hungary. In a few other localities, there was a significant group (more than 10 percent)

of parents favoring boys’ education: in Nyíregyháza (19 percent), Craiova (20 percent), and Telechiu 

(10 percent) and also groups of parents with a preference for girls’ education in Nagydobos (12 percent),

Nyírkáta (24 percent), Kántorjánosi (17 percent), and Crnik (11 percent).

FIGURE 15. How important is it for boys and girls to succeed in school?
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PARENTAL ATTITUDES TOWARDS CHILDREN’S LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT
AT HOME

The following part focuses on different questions related to the learning development of children. Parental

attitudes are not necessarily interrelated with their behavior, but they can tell us a lot about how they

perceive development and child-rearing.

In order to know more about children s development, it is important to know the sources of information that

parents need for raising the children. The answers to the question “When you have a question about your child’s

development, where do you get information?” show that parents very often use informal sources of information

and there are huge differences among the localities. Generally, parents very rarely read books or newspapers;

they are more likely to rely on TV programs related to this issue. It was the dominant answer in several localities,

especially in Abranovce, where 100 percent of respondents answered they watch related TV programs. Television

is also very often used as a source of information in two Macedonian localities, Crnik (63 percent) and

Trabotivište (71 percent).

Parents very often ask other people, among them most often doctors/nurses/psychologists (30 percent of

answers “I ask another people”), which may indicate high trust in authorities. Other frequently approached

people are other family members (23 percent) and preschool teachers (19 percent).

On the other hand, there were relatively many parents who indicated the answer “I don’t need any additional

information” (17 percent in all localities). This option was selected by more than 35 percent of respondents,

especially in Martin, Nyíregyháza, and Vinica.

FIGURE 16. Sources of information about child’s development

A GOOD START: SURVEY SPOTLIGHT ON ITS LOCALITIES AND HOUSEHOLDS
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SUPPORT OF CHILDREN’S DEVELOPMENT BY PARENTS

The survey also focused on engagement of household members over the age of 15 in different activities

with the children, such as reading books, telling stories, playing with children, and drawing with them.

Answers to this question indicate parental support to children. A frequent argument used by teachers and

psychologists about to explain a child’s lack of readiness for school is the parents do not value education

and therefore the child does not get any support from parents in preparation for school.

TABLE 23. In the past three days, did any household member over age 15 (perform the activity) with the

child/children (in percent)?

mother father other no one

Read books or look at picture books 42 13 9 44

Tell stories 43 15 11 39

Play 64 35 16 14

Draw 46 19 11 35

Teach letters/count 45 17 7 40

Make homework* 23 10 3 22

*This answer is only relevant for families with a school-age child (40 percent of families in our sample does not have such a child)

Mothers are the main family members in the household engaged in different types of activities with children,

while fathers are two to three times less active. Still, the share of answers that no one was engaged in 

an activity with a child is the most or second most frequent answer. In general, adults surveyed in Romania

and Macedonia tend to be less engaged in these activities than those from Slovakia and Hungary.

The least frequent activities are reading books or looking at picture books and teaching letters or counting.

This is linked with access to children’s books or magazines: on average, a family in the survey has four 

children’s books (median value 2), and in Skopje/Šuto Orizari, Crnik, and Vinica in Macedonia, more than

half of the parents has no children’s book at home.

Looking at localities, there were several cases of very low levels of activity of parents (or other person older

than 15) in the children’s development. In Skopje/Šuto Orizari, Vinica, Telechiu  (and in some other cases),

a very high proportion of “no one” answers emerged repeatedly in all questions (reading with children, telling

stories, playing with them, drawing, and so on). No matter what the activity was, parents or other caregivers

in these localities were very passive. This is important information for future project activities to raise awareness 

of parents responsible adults and to involve them in the process of children’s development more actively.
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PLACE FOR LEARNING AND PLAYING

It is very important for children to have at least some space for learning and playing. In many Romani 

settlements the houses are very small with limited space for children, especially in families with more children.

Therefore, we asked respondents whether their children have a separate place, table, or corner for learning

and playing. In 62 percent of cases respondents indicated that children have such a space. In localities 

in Hungary the proportion of “yes” answers was very high (from 89 percent in Nyíregyháza to 100 percent

in Nyírkáta and Kántorjánosi). But families in localities in Macedonia have much less space for children.

In Skopje/Šuto Orizari, only five percent of respondents (eight families) indicated they have such a place for

children. Skopje/Šuto Orizari was one of the most problematic localities in previous questions measuring

parental attitudes towards learning and development of children. Living conditions are the most important

precondition for the successful development of children. If they do not have enough space and parents 

do not support children (no matter what the reason is), it is very difficult to prepare children for education

in a formal educational system.

A GOOD START: SURVEY SPOTLIGHT ON ITS LOCALITIES AND HOUSEHOLDS
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TABLE 24. Does your child have a separate place/table/corner in your home, where he/she can learn or

play (in percent)?

Country Locality percent of YES answers

Slovakia Abranovce 88

Banská Bystrica 49

Martin 76

Zborov 68

Romania Telechiu 58

Craiova-Mofleni 73

Macedonia Skopje/Šuto Orizari 5

Crnik 37

Delchevo 41

Trabotiviste 43

Vinica 39

Hungary Nyíregyháza 89

Nyírkáta 100

Nagyecsed 96

Nagydobos 96

Hodász 93

Kántorjánosi 100

TOTAL 62
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FAMILY HEALTHCARE AND
PRACTICES

Healthcare is also connected with the education of children. Therefore, attitudes toward some issues related

to health can be seen as a good indicator of general attitudes of parents towards nurturing their children.

IMMUNIZATION AND VACCINATION

Attitudes towards immunization have been changing over the last few years and in many cases are influenced

by public discourse and general public health policy. Immunization of children against some illnesses is

mandatory and thus the general rate of immunization for the whole population is close to 100 percent. In

all the project countries, immunization is free of charge and mandatory, with comparable vaccination

schemes in all four countries. Moreover, in Hungary, vaccination is a prerequisite for kindergarten enrollment.

If we look closer at country statistics, for instance, in Slovakia the immunization rate of Roma children is

well below the level reached in the general population. As indicated in Figure 17, only around 50–60 percent

of children were vaccinated. In Macedonia, the World Health Organisation estimates similarly that only

half of Roma children are fully immunized compared to the national rate of 94 percent.28
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FIGURE 17. Immunization rate of children (general population and Roma) in Slovakia

S O U R C E : M. Popper, P. Szeghy and S. Šarkozy. Rómska populácia a zdravie: Analýza situácie na Slovensku (Roma population and health: Analysis of situation

in Slovakia, PDCS: 2009).29

The immunization of Romani children can be a good indicator of social inclusion/exclusion. If immunization

is in some country mandatory and the general rate of immunization among children in the researched

communities is significantly lower, we can assume that accessibility of health services or knowledge about

them is low. First, the survey focused on general attitudes of parents toward immunization. The vast majority

of respondents in this survey consider immunization either important or “very” important.
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FIGURE 18. What do you think, how important is immunization for children in general?

The importance of immunization attributed by the respondents may reflect general attitudes toward

immunization in public opinion and in the opinions of authorities. In all 17 communities, more than 90 percent

of respondents view immunization as important for children.

Nevertheless, we can find some differences between “very important” and “important.” In some localities,

differences between these two answers were significant. In five localities (Skopje, Nyírkáta, Nagyecsed,

and Kántorjánosi) more than 50 percent (in Nyírkáta 83 percent) of respondents found immunization very

important, while in three others (Delčevo, Nyíregyháza, Hodász) support for the option “very important”

was less than 10 percent.

Vaccination of children in communities involved in the research is reported as relatively high. In 15 localities

more than 90 percent respondents indicated that all of their children are vaccinated. In Skopje/Šuto

Orizari vaccination of all children reached only 29 percent—another 66 percent of respondents indicated

that at least some of their children are vaccinated. Only a few respondents (five in total) in the two localities

of Telechiu, Romania and Skopje, Macedonia indicated that none of their children were vaccinated.

Since immunization and vaccination of children is generally considered very important, we can assume

that respondents would not openly admit their children are not vaccinated. Especially when vaccination is

mandatory in all the project countries and failure to vaccinate children may lead to punishment of parents.

Therefore, data should be compared with other surveys focused on health conditions of Romani population.

As shown above several studies indicate that the overall vaccination rate of Romani children is lower than

in the general population.30
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The numbers of unvaccinated children in this survey are very low, meaning more in-depth quantitative analysis 

of this indicator is impossible. But we could not find any significant correlation between parents’ attitudes toward

immunization and actual rates of vaccination of their children. Qualitative research is needed to explain this.

ACCESS TO HEALTH SERVICES DURING PREGNANCY AND FOR NEWBORNS

The second question focused on seeing the doctor/visiting the hospital during pregnancy. Unsurprisingly,

in almost all localities the majority of mothers responded that they went to a hospital or saw a doctor 

for a check-up examination. In the whole survey population, 93 percent of respondents answered “yes” to

this question. Lower (less than average) rates occurred only in a few cases (Telechiu, Skopje/Šuto Orizari,

Trabotivište, and Craiova). In none of the localities in Slovakia and Hungary was the share of respondents

who reported visiting the hospital or seeing a doctor lower than 95 percent.

The most common source of information about pregnancy in the AGS project localities is a doctor or a

nurse, as reported by parents.

TABLE 25. Did anyone talk to you about pregnancy when you were pregnant before your youngest child 

was born (in percent)? (multiple answers possible)

Source of information

Doctor 74

Nurse 37

Community mediator 3

Health mediator 7

Other 10

No one 9

Do not know/No answer 1

As the table shows, formal (official) sources of information are quite prevalent. Mothers get information

mostly from official healthcare providers. Informal organizations (community centers, health mediators)

currently do not play a very significant role in providing information to mothers. It is not clear what the

quality of information from official sources to Romani mothers is.

One in ten respondents indicated receiving information also from other sources, most of them from family

members, husband, or friends. This source is in two-thirds of cases a complement to other sources of

information (doctor, nurse, other), while it is the only source of information for the remaining one-third of

mothers (41 in total, half of them from Skopje/Šuto Orizari and Telechiu).
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The subsequent question, “In the first months after your youngest child was born, did a nurse or a doctor give your

child checkup?” measured another issue important to children’s health: the medical examination of the

child after birth. Regular visits (at least every month in the first half year) are mandatory in Slovakia.

Accessibility of this service and parental motivation to visit a doctor for regular check-ups is a strong factor

affecting the future health of a child.

The vast majority of respondents indicated their children were checked up in the first few months. Only in

Skopje/Šuto Orizari, the number of children who had no examination was relatively high—14 percent.

In all other localities more than 90 percent of respondents indicated “yes” to this question. The survey does

not provide information as to whether the examination was regular (every month or other) or the doctor

saw children only once. A more qualitative approach could bring more knowledge to this question. Nevertheless,

Skopje/Šuto Orizari seems to be the most problematic case in providing healthcare to mothers and their

infants.

IMPORTANCE OF BREASTFEEDING

Breastfeeding is considered very beneficial for early childhood nutrition. In the last decade the public discussion

about breastfeeding has developed significantly and women in the majority population have become

more informed about the importance of breastfeeding. There are also many services provided to mothers

helping them with any breastfeeding problems. In the general population, women see breastfeeding as

more and more important. For example, the Baby Friendly Hospital Initiative in Slovakia (part of the UNICEF

broader program) reports that the overall frequency and length of breastfeeding in Slovakia increased—

while in 1980 only 18 percent of mothers were breastfeeding their three-month-old infants, in 2007 as

much as 87 percent of mothers were breastfeeding their newborn child when leaving the hospital, 72 percent

still in the third month and 41 percent still in the sixth month.31

This perception of breastfeeding applies also to Romani women in our survey. More than 66 percent of

respondents find breastfeeding very important and another 30 percent find it important. Only three

respondents in the whole data set indicated that breastfeeding is not important at all. The survey did not

examine breastfeeding practices in detail. Qualitative research is needed to better explain the attitudes

and real behavior of Romani women with regard to breastfeeding as for some women, it could be important

to breastfeed in the first weeks after the child is born, for others it could be several months.
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DATA ANNEX
TABLE A1. What is the main activity of the father?

A B C D E F G H I J K don’t

emplo- self- lives on house- farmer pensi- stu- unemp- works ot- know/

yed emplo- abroad mater- wife oner dent loyed outside her no

yed nity and official answer

leave without empl.

any

other job

AB 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100% 0% 0% 0%

BB 25% 1% 0% 1% 0% 0% 1% 0% 44% 5% 2% 20%

MT 8% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 60% 7% 7% 17%

ZB 11% 0% 0% 2% 0% 0% 2% 0% 61% 10% 5% 10%

TE 27% 0% 3% 2% 15% 0% 2% 0% 5% 13% 25% 8%

CR 10% 13% 10% 0% 27% 0% 3% 0% 3% 3% 10% 20%

SO 1% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 59% 23% 9% 8%

CK 5% 5% 0% 0% 0% 16% 0% 0% 58% 11% 0% 5%

DE 24% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 72% 4% 0% 0%

TR 57% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 43% 0% 0% 0%

VI 12% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 84% 0% 0% 3%

NY 18% 0% 0% 1% 0% 0% 2% 1% 46% 0% 0% 32%

NK 3% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 87% 0% 0% 10%

NE 6% 0% 0% 1% 0% 0% 1% 0% 87% 0% 1% 4%

ND 4% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 9% 0% 61% 2% 21% 4%

HO 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 66% 2% 0% 32%

KJ 7% 3% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 77% 0% 0% 13%

all 11% 1% 1% 0% 2% 0% 1% 0% 60% 6% 5% 12%

Note: In option “Other”, the most frequent were: temporary work (19 answers, 2 percent) mostly in Romania and unemployed but not registered 
(11 answers, 1 percent) in other localities.

Abbreviations of localities: Slovakia: AB – Abranovce, BB – Banská Bystrica, MT—Martin, ZB – Zborov;

Romania: TE – Telechiu, CR – Craiova-Mofleni; Macedonia: SO – Skopje/Šuto Orizari, CK – Crnik,

DE – Delčevo, TR – Trabotivište, VI – Vinica; Hungary: NY – Nyíregyháza, NK – Nyírkáta, NE – Nagyecsed,

ND – Nagydobos, HO – Hodász, KJ - Kántorjánosi
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TABLE A2. What is the main activity of the mother?

A B C D E F G H I J K don’t

emplo- self- lives on house- farmer pensi- stu- unemp- works other know/

yed emplo- abroad mater- wife oner dent loyed outside no

yed nity and official answer

leave without empl.

any

other job

AB 0% 0% 0% 76% 12% 0% 0% 0% 12% 0% 0% 0%

BB 11% 0% 0% 62% 0% 0% 1% 0% 23% 2% 1% 0%

MT 0% 0% 0% 69% 3% 0% 1% 0% 21% 0% 1% 4%

ZB 5% 0% 0% 48% 19% 0% 3% 0% 18% 2% 3% 2%

TE 22% 0% 0% 0% 77% 0% 0% 0% 2% 0% 0% 0%

CR 3% 7% 7% 0% 70% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 3% 10%

SO 1% 0% 0% 0% 8% 0% 0% 0% 87% 1% 3% 1%

CK 5% 0% 0% 0% 16% 5% 0% 0% 74% 0% 0% 0%

DE 24% 0% 2% 2% 2% 0% 0% 0% 70% 0% 0% 0%

TR 29% 0% 0% 0% 14% 0% 0% 0% 57% 0% 0% 0%

VI 3% 0% 0% 0% 46% 0% 0% 0% 50% 0% 0% 2%

NY 5% 0% 0% 53% 25% 0% 0% 0% 16% 0% 1% 0%

NK 3% 0% 0% 0% 23% 0% 0% 0% 40% 0% 33% 0%

NE 0% 1% 0% 30% 45% 0% 0% 1% 18% 0% 2% 2%

ND 0% 0% 0% 0% 84% 0% 4% 4% 9% 0% 0% 0%

HO 0% 0% 0% 21% 73% 0% 0% 0% 5% 0% 0% 0%

KJ 3% 0% 0% 0% 43% 0% 0% 0% 30% 0% 20% 3%

all 5% 0% 0% 23% 32% 0% 1% 0% 34% 0% 3% 1%

N O T E :  In option “Other”, the most frequent were: mixed status -more options (11 answers, 1 percent) and full-time mother/woman shortly before giving 

birth (6 answers, 1 percent).

Abbreviations of localities: Slovakia: AB – Abranovce, BB – Banská Bystrica, MT—Martin, ZB – Zborov;

Romania: TE – Telechiu, CR – Craiova-Mofleni; Macedonia: SO – Skopje/Šuto Orizari, CK – Crnik,

DE – Delčevo, TR – Trabotivište, VI – Vinica; Hungary: NY – Nyíregyháza, NK – Nyírkáta, NE – Nagyecsed,

ND – Nagydobos, HO – Hodász, KJ - Kántorjánosi
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TABLE A3. Does the home or dwelling in which you live have?

kitchen toilet latrine sewer- sho- run- elect- TV mobile radio com- inter-

inside age ver ning ricity fixed puter net

bath water line

AB 100% 53% 82% 0% 71% 76% 100% 94% 88% 100% 18% 6%

BB 83% 79% 21% 74% 65% 80% 94% 98% 71% 76% 20% 18%

MT 97% 97% 0% 92% 99% 100% 99% 93% 83% 61% 13% 11%

ZB 94% 66% 35% 68% 65% 66% 97% 100% 76% 73% 15% 6%

TE 62% 8% 85% 18% 13% 45% 93% 88% 53% 42% 17% 10%

CR 73% 27% 80% 33% 57% 57% 77% 77% 93% 37% 37% 30%

SO 34% 21% 73% 44% 20% 53% 97% 85% 34% 3% 3% 1%

CK 79% 58% 74% 100% 68% 79% 100% 89% 89% 74% 0% 5%

DE 74% 65% 54% 87% 65% 85% 93% 93% 87% 65% 50% 35%

TR 86% 57% 29% 57% 57% 100% 100% 100% 71% 29% 57% 14%

VI 45% 29% 68% 68% 35% 39% 91% 89% 67% 46% 9% 7%

NY 98% 63% 44% 65% 59% 60% 97% 99%

NK 93% 30% 70% 20% 37% 37% 97% 100% 80% 43% 7% 3%

NE 99% 56% 92% 52% 62% 60% 92% 95% 70% 42% 24% 10%

ND 98% 53% 81% 63% 56% 61% 84% 89% 63% 28% 23% 5%

HO 100% 73% 98% 71% 71% 73% 96% 88% 79% 88% 34% 34%

KJ 100% 53% 47% 43% 60% 67% 100% 100% 87% 27% 33% 17%

all 77% 51% 60% 59% 52% 63% 94% 92% 69% 46% 19% 12%  

Abbreviations of localities: Slovakia: AB – Abranovce, BB – Banská Bystrica, MT—Martin, ZB – Zborov;

Romania: TE – Telechiu, CR – Craiova-Mofleni; Macedonia: SO – Skopje/Šuto Orizari, CK – Crnik,

DE – Delčevo, TR – Trabotivište, VI – Vinica; Hungary: NY – Nyíregyháza, NK – Nyírkáta, NE – Nagyecsed,

ND – Nagydobos, HO – Hodász, KJ - Kántorjánosi
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TABLE A4. Enrollment of children by age group and country

Country Year A B C D E F G H

of at home mother/ crèche kinder- commu- primary special other

birth and not child garten nity school primary insti-

enrolled program center school tution

Hungary 2003 0 0 0 46.15 0 53.85 0 0

2004 1.37 0 0 91.78 0 6.85 0 0

2005 0.94 0 0 99.06 0 0 0 0

2006 5.81 0 0 94.19 0 0 0 0

2007 16.85 0 2.25 80.9 0 0 0 0

2008 72.15 0 12.66 15.19 0 0 0 0

2009 94.23 0 3.85 1.92 0 0 0 0

Slovakia 2003 0 0 0 0 0 91.3 8.7 0

2004 18.99 1.27 0 24.05 0 53.16 2.53 0

2005 33.33 13.89 0 45.83 0 1.39 0 5.56

2006 70.15 17.91 0 11.94 0 0 0 0

2007 90.2 1.96 0 7.84 0 0 0 0

2008 100 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

2009 100 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Romania 2003 0 0 0 0 0 100 0 0

2004 0 0 0 62.5 16.67 20.83 0 0

2005 0 0 0 70 30 0 0 0

2006 6.67 0 0 50 43.33 0 0 0

2007 5.26 0 0 57.89 31.58 0 5.26 0

2008 52.38 0 4.76 9.52 33.33 0 0 0

2009 70 0 0 5 25 0 0 0

Macedonia 2003 28.57 0 0 0 0 64.29 7.14 0

2004 38.24 0 0 0 2.94 58.82 0 0

2005 60.53 0 0 31.58 0 7.89 0 0

2006 87.01 0 0 11.69 0 1.3 0 0

2007 94.52 0 0 5.48 0 0 0 0

2008 86.36 0 0 13.64 0 0 0 0

2009 100 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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The project localities are as follows: Nyíregyháza, Hodász, Kántorjánosi, Nagydobos, Nagyecsed, Nyírkáta

(all in Hungary); Skopje/Šuto Orizari (Šuto Orizari is part of Skopje), Crnik, Delčevo/Trabotiviste (data 

for both neighboring villages are reported separately in this report), Vinica (all in Macedonia); Telechiu,

Craiova-Mofleni (both in Romania); and Abranovce, Zborov, Banská Bystrica, Martin (all in Slovakia).

Recurrent beneficiaries are those children or parents/caregivers who have taken part in repeated A Good

Start activities or who have taken part in several separate A Good Start activities. The different types 

of activities include community motivation events on education and health issues for parents, parenting

education, home visits, and assistance to families in enrolling their children to preschools, and various

forms of support for preschool attendance of children (material support such as clothes, shoes, school

supplies, hygiene packages, transport and accompaniment of children to and from schools), and tutoring

for pupils attending the first grade of primary schools.
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Roma Education Fund

Mark Center

Teréz körút 46, 1066 Budapest – Hungary

tel.: +36 1 235 8030

fax: +36 1 235 8031

e-mail: info@romaeducationfund.org

web: www.romaeducationfund.org

skype: roma.education.fund

Roma Education Fund – Romania

Vaselor 60 str., Sector 2 Bucharest – Romania

tel.: +40 785 231 910

fax: +40 21 312 5049

e-mail: info@romaeducationfund.ro

web: www.romaeducationfund.ro

Roma Education Fund With support from the European Union

A Good Start is funded in part by the European Union and the Network
of European Foundations and supports about 4,000 children from
ages zero to six/seven to access early childhood education and care
services in 16 locations in Hungary, Macedonia, Romania, and Slovakia.
Depending on their needs, AGS intends to reach all Romani children
in this age group who will be involved in its activities. Starting in June
2010 and ending in June 2012, it is managed and implemented through
a cooperative partnership between the Roma Education Fund, three
international partners, and twelve local partner NGOs active in social
inclusion and education of Romani children.
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